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Jntroduction

I had been praying about doing something or a whi | e. | didn’
wanted to teach, and it felt like all my efforts in that area fizzled. There was a
response, but | was never satisfied. I

how much God trying to lead me somewhere else.

In August of 2008, the idea came that I should do a blog, but not like the
normal one, where someone picks verses randomly, but a consistent,
expositional, deep study of a book of the Bible.

My fiancée and I were working through Proverbs a little at the time (and
still are), and so I thought that would be a fun one. I was right. It took me about
four months to get through the first chapter. I loved every minute. I learned
more in these months about God and the Bible than I had in a long time.

| th anxious to get into chapter two.

These are the entries for the first chapter of Proverbs. It is not a
commentary. The entries are merely reactions and musings on what I have read.
They are my effort to explore this book and connect it to my own life.

It is not meant to be read straight through, but rather one entry at a time.
It s more of a devotional than anything.

But please do not use this as a substitute for your own study of the Word.
My words are far less important and will not give you life. The Bible will. At
best, use this for ideas, but Truth comes from that.

Until the second volume, God bless!

-Paul Lytle
January 2, 2009



Wclcomc, Pilgrim ...

o perhaps I should say something about myself. Perhaps not, since I

cannot tell everything that is important on this first page. Yet something

I can say that may say a lot. As I go, I find more meaning in the words of
Solomon:

For everything there is a season, and a time for ewatter under
heaven:

a time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to
pluck up what is planted; a time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break
down, and a time to build up; a time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time
to mourn, and a tne to dance; a time to cast away stones, and a time to
gather stones together; a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from
embracing; a time to seek, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to
cast away; a time to tear, and a time to sew; a tonkeeep silence, and a
time to speak; a time to love, and a time to hate; a time for war, and a time
for peace What gain has the worker from his ®ill have seen the
business that God has given to thddren of man to be busy with.

He has made everytly beautiful in its time.

-Ecclesiastes 3:11a

And great wisdom also in the very next part of verse 11 as well: "Also, he
has put eternity into man's heart, yet so that he cannot find out what God has
done from the beginning to the end."

Isn't that true? Such a small part of God I see, and yet the view is so
grand.

The more I see, the more I see that I have not seen at all, the bigger seems
this wonder that is God. He occupies so much of my vision now, and yet I long
for more.



Here's what it comes down to. A thousand roads I have walked, and a
thousand feelings felt. Each one has drawn me more and more to Christ, and the
more I am drawn to Christ, the more I am drawn to the perfect little book that
tells us about Him. There's no time to tell of all those roads, but my goal is
something worth the telling.

So I'm going to tell you, verse by verse and line by line. As I prayerfully
go through the Word, I'm going to write down what I learn and what I think.
This is my pilgrimage; this is my path. This is how God is making me more like
Him.

Maybe you'll come along with me. I wouldn't mind the company, but it
would make me happier still if you turned to the Word meekly and willing.
Here is the story of our Lord, the only way to be saved. I would love for you to
"receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls."

I'll be talking more about all of that as we go.

As I mature, Solomon has meant more and more to me. I began this
particular journey by quoting his words from Ecclesiastes. I wonder how much
more | wi || |l earn by wal king through
Proverbs.

mor e
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Frovcrbs 1:1: Listcning to counsel

23T 1T wxUOYT UEUWOT w200000600wuobObwodi wWHEYPDEOWODOIT
-Proverbs 1:1

cannot overstate the importance of godly counsel in my life. Certain pastors

or friends who have taken the time and patience to help guide me through the

Word and prayer have been invaluable. Not all of this has happened in the
church, and some people in the church have given me some rotten advice, and so
it is sometimes difficult to know what is godly and what is not.

There have been several times when advice sounded really great, but later
I would look back and realize it was really rotten. Sometimes I would look in the
Bible and realize the advice was not only rotten, but also unbiblical.

Once such time happened when I was a kid, and an older kid was picking
on me. It was really the only time in my life I was bullied, because I was always
a big kid. But some people told me to stand up to him.

And I got in trouble.

It was rotten advice, but it sounded good at the time.

Someti mes great advice. Bomsehli mesovaod dba
real i ze . bométimes gom judd have to have faith in the person giving the
advice. If you have faith that this is a wise person who will not lead you astray,
then you are more willing to follow the advice, no matter what it is.

That’'s one reason | . Itsusurd hlave Rared e s o mu
that I can trust in all things. In countless ways, the Bible has proven itself to me.

When it gives advice, I know I can trust it.

That’' s what. IPreveilse icounsel on a variet.)
not be explicitly commanded in one way oranother. | t ' s j ust a Ppractice
on how to live like Christ in this life.

I think it’s worth our study, and so | |
verse, on this blog.



But let me add this disclaimer right up front: You can follow every word
of Proverbs to the letter and it ultimately wo n’ t  madutcam tkeep every
commandment in the Bible from nowstand and it
before the Throne of God for judgment. The truth is that we are sinners; we have
messed up in the past and we will mess up in the future. We cannot hope to
stand to the great moral perfection of God and heaven.

If you approach Proverbs or any part of the Bible with the idea that you

are going to start I|iving right and that wi
to make it. “ The wages otfh,si nanids wkeahave stumbl e
incredible ways. We have | ied, stolen, wused God’s nanm

others in hatred.

We deserve death, and you cannot earn your way out of that.

But that is why Christ came. In His death, He paid the price of death that
we have earned while giving to us His righteousness. All we have to do is yield
to Him, confessing our sins, and He is faithful to forgive and to impart that
righteousness.

Now free from sin, we can approach the Bible in a new way, not as one
trying to earn his way out of sin, but as one freed and trying to love Christ by
obeying His Word.

I urge you to seek the Grace of God before coming to this book to learn
God’ s advi ce .d'heohlyoway thi®can have ®lasting effect on you
is if Christ is already withinyou. Fi r st t h iget gghtswith God thiough
His mercy, not by your inadequate actions. Then move forward, deeper in His
Word to get closer to Him.

Thanks for staying with me so long. Ilook forward to seeing more of you.



Proverbs 1:1: What would your wish be?

23T 1T wxUOYT UEUWOT w200000600wuobObwodi wWHEYPDEOWODOIT
-Proverbs 1:1

t God gave you one wish, what would you wish for?
| f He came to you, right now, and said,
how would you reply? | know we al/l have our tidy *
dealing with peace and joy and salvation for all, but be honest with yourself for a
minute. A lot of us would ask for money, or fame, or power.
It s a rather p 0 i? nltmlead, SGod, despitesnthat eoome r i g ht
churches say, is not a vending machine where you tell Him what you want and
He gives it to you.
Except that He did exactly that at least once, and it pertains to our topic of
Proverbs very deeply, because the person who received the wish was Solomon,
who wrote most of Proverbs and probably two other books of the Bible.
God gave him a wish, and here

s what happ

?Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern
your people, that | may discern between good aidfer who is able to
TOYTI UOwWUT PUwaObUUwl Ul EQwx] OxOl y=2

It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked tArsd God said to
I DPOOwW?! 1 EEUUTl waOUwl EYIl wEUOI EwUl PUOWEOE wi
life or riches or the life of your enemies, but have askegotoself
understanding to discern what is right, behold, | now do according to your
word. Behold, | give you a wise and discerning mind, so that none like
you has been before you and none like you shall arise aftelr gime you
also what you have naisked, both riches and honor, so that no other king
shalc®x EUIl wbPUT waOUOWEOOwabOUUWEEaUG»

-1 Kings 3:913
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There are two things I want to point out here. The first is that Solomon
understood something that we do not always understand, that some things are

better than money. Don’ t get me wrong, Solomon did not
evi. I n fact, we’ re going to see that Sol omon
money. | don’t think mdBuey iits sewi Imagittemerof pri o

I 11 b.el cingenwéhentl hear a preacher talk about how we can be
wealthy and healthy and powerful through Jesus. 1 t ' s not even that
necessarily wrong. Some of us will, in fact, be wealthy. Not all, certainly (keep

in mind that we worship a homeless man), but some. But i t’s just tha
vision is so very small. Take a | ook at what the Bible I
Spiri“tBut the fruit of the Spirit i s | ove,

goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no
l aw” (Gal 23%.i ans 5: 22

If I°m going to pray for myselMoneyt hi s i s
would be fine, but I would much rather have love. Power would be grant, but
peace better. Perfect health would be lovely, but joy far better.

You see, there are eternal things, and there are things that pass away.
Solomon knew that, and even though he could have asked for money and power,
he realized that these things would pass. He was looking to something higher.

He got money anyway. Maybe that will happen for youtoo. I f so, |’ m
happy for you. But if money is your priority, then you should consider my
second observation from this passage:

God was pleased when Solomon did NOT ask for money.

Did you catch that? How strange that there are so many churches that tell
us to pray for the very thing that God tells us would not please Him. How
selfish and unloving! Certainly, God wants to give us things, and He wants us to
seek Him, but He wants to give us those things that are most important, and we
are sitting here begging for the lesser things.

Solomon knew better, and it pleased God that his sights were not cast so
low.

Is money a priority for you, or is God the priority? Having money is not a
problem as long as God remains on top, but you must ask yourself what you are
truly seeking.

If you are caught up in the frenzy to make a name for yourself, to get rich,
to have all this world can offer, I urge you to turn your attention from this world
and to the next one, for it is there that true treasure will last.

Turn to Christ; repent of this world and give yourself to Him. Ask Him
for forgiveness and to fill you with love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
taithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.

And wisdom.

-11-



The richest man in the world wrote three books of the Bible and is
remembered to this day not for his wealth, but for that piece of eternity in him.
In Christ, we can understand the true importance of things, so I urge you to seek
him.

-12-



Proverbs 1:2: Wisdom, Unclcrstancling, and |nstruction

230wO000PWPPUEOOWEOEWDOUUUUEUDOOOWUOWUODET UUUE
-Proverbs 1:2

always wanted to be a D&D player. Seriously, I always found the whole
gaming idear at her fascinating, but dnyghmasn’ t r eal
when I was growing up, so I never got into it. As an adult I tried to start
games a couple of times to varying degrees of success, but I never got into it like
I wanted.
One of the things I really liked about the concept was the creation of a
character. There are some really neat ideas that went into the character-building

system, and one of those 1ideas as the diwv
“wisdom.”

“Books smarts” and “storWetve malrlt sé x pver inma
those people whoarer eal | 'y i ntelligent, that is, they

seem that bright when dealing with people and situations. On the other hand,
we’ ve met people with almost no educati on, |
what is goingon. “ Wi s e, ” aleheitmay ¢

Solomon begins this book with a paragraph to tell us his purpose in
writing it, and the first purposes are listed here in verse 2. And we notice right
away that he is using different words for things we may normally use
interchangeably, much like Dungeons & Dragons may use intelligence and
wisdom in different ways while the normal guy on the street may think of them
as the same thing.

I n the Bible, “wisdom” is often associat
thing. A wise man will just know what to do in any situation. | t * s very much
l'i ke the * wi s dd&aenjustunderstandXife Bituation and what you
need to do.

-13-



Wh at about ? 1 Th# totie UisC ihtéresting, because the same

Hebrew word can be used in several ways. | t can rhuettiomst “repr o
even “doctrine.”
But it also means “chastisement” or “disc
Does he mean that reading Proverbs is punishment? Well, when I was a
kid (and not a Christian), I may have thought so. But t hat ' s Bmeoé¢ it at

will find that Solomon fully believes that teaching truth and goodness will
sometimes require more stern and forceful methods. He doesn’t | oke ar
with this stuff; learning to follow God is a lesson of critical importance, and
Solomon is not afraid to even use physi cal puni shment to teach t
get to that a bit later).
And certainly everyone can agree on this: If the Bible is true, then it is a
lesson that should be sought before anything else, for nothing would matter
more.
That's why i tso sringeithatepgoplendo nat seek God, but
rather put off that journey .dAntlldiditaod!t er t hat
I have always believed in God (though not always a Christian), but did not seek
Him for years. Why? Surely we must see that there is nothing more important
we can do with our time. And yet we just assume that He will honor our own
feeble attempts to be good people, no matter how often we fail at that.
Solomon does not simply assume that his readers will eventually come to
the truth. Instead, he encourages discipline —now.
Finally, we come to the final phrase and purpose stated in verse 2:

t o
understand words of insight. ” How wonderful it is that God desires us to
“under.s"Hawadts us not to simply obey, but to understand what we are
doing and even desire it.

|l " ve heard the teachings of a | ot of rel
Even some Christians act without understanding, and they do not seek
understanding. You ask any of t hese peoplthas, “ Why
manner?” and they will be completely | ost fo
God does not want us to go through motions of great mysteries without
understanding. Yes, there are “mysteries” in the B

things are explained rather well. He has given us the Bible so that we would
understand and to know Him better. This truth, to use another phrase from the
Bible, will set us free. It is not that the motions set us free.
The Bible becomes our “words of 1insight,

understanding. But how can we understand if we do not study? I think the
primary reason so many Christians go through the motions without
understanding the meaning of what they do is simply because they do not want
to take the time to learn what they claim to believe. But again, if this Book is

-14-



true, and surely it is, then there is no better use of your time than to study, pray,
meditate, and seek after God.
Is there a difference here between wisdom, instruction, and

understanding? Certainly thereis. Toknow “i nstruction” is to sil.l
moral teaching of the book. To “understand” is not only to
know the meaning and Source behind them. Last | y, with “wisdom,”

how to apply these teachings to our lives.
You can know the teaching without understanding them or even
following them. You can even understand, generally, without knowing the
specific teachings. There have been many cases when, as I read the Bible, I come
across a teaching I di dn’ t k now basia s ther e
understanding of Scripture and Christianity. But God desires for us to have all
three, and more.
But I must reiterate what I have stated previous: We must come to this
teaching through God, and not without Him. We can try to be moral out of force
of will, try to understand God by our own reason, but it will not get us very far.
Christ tells wus that He i s. "Theeathtoway, t he
God is not one we can make alone, but we must make through the sacrifice of
Jesus. Jesus called Hi ms e | f “the Wi sdom of God” (Luke
very clearly that as wonder ful i's Solomon’s
Solomon (Matthew 12:42). If we wish to be truly wise, we must follow after
Wisdom.
Truly He is greater than Solomon. Obviously, I think there is value in
learning from Solomon, but we must have our priorities straight. Repent of your
futile efforts to do it all yourselves and submit to Christ. He can be your way to
the Father.

-15-



Proverbs 1:3: Living ata highcr standard (or Failing to)

~ s A N e oA A .
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-Proverbs 1:3

was supposed to be rock climbing right now. Which, if you know me, has

probably already made you laugh. Hey, I was going to give it a try. Truthis, I

woke wup rather il today and d. Besided even r
that, I was having plenty of conflict in my personal life, and it was just the wrong
day for it.

When I got home I (early, because my manager sent me home), I really
just wanted to sleep. Proverbs was rather far from my mind at the time.

It just seems sometimes that the little details just jump in the way, and it
makes it impossible to consider the larger issues. When I finally did look at my
verse for today, I realized just how far off the mark I had been today.

Not that I was particularly unjust or unwise. Maybe I was at times, I
real |y .claanémm tonslayy sayi ng t hat. Thissillweoklms t my go
minor as it was, got me looking at the ground.

When | was |l eaving wor k, I real i zed t ha
morning. Wi t h everything going on right now, t
should have been doing from the start.

Solomon reminds us that our eyes should be cast a little higher. He gives
us a few more purposes to Proverbs in this verse:

“wise dealing:” | |like the ESV translatio
is translated “wisdom,” whi cButiiisadiffdreet s ame wo
word in Hebrew, and it has a slightly different meaning. This does not just speak
s one thing to

to our ability to judge correctly, but if we live that way. | t

the right way, it’s .ahBtheéeencehi ngo ulod woad ka
translation here.

“righteousness: ” Tchteircen ilse taweselni glhitvidnigs t“iw
Il i ving “righteously,” and t his l atter t ern

-16-



rightness of our actions. To be “prudent kB 7 as the | ast ter
to have discretion, wisdom. Here we are not just prudent, but living rightly.

You can walk wisely in the wrong direction, and you can be reckless in
righteousness, but Solomon asks us for both.

“Justice:” “Justice” spealRRVeareshippasadr acti or
to treat others with righteousness, not just ourselves. | * ve known far too
people who sought to live correctly, but did
them. They had no justice.

“equity:” We should be f ai Topaapltasee qu al i

Jesus, what good is it to only love those who love us? Everyone does that! We
can be just with our friends and treat our enemies like dirt, but that is neither
loving nor fair. Solomon desires our righteousness to be consistent with
everyone.

Solomon tells us right off the bat that these are things that should be
occupying our hearts. These are things we should be seeking.

How quickly I get concerned over the things of this world. How quickly
do I forget to pray during hard times. How quickly do I worry about fixing a
problem and forget to be fair and just when doing it.

I am thankful for the reminder that Solomon gives us in this verse. I am
thankful that he is here urging me to look up to higher things. If only I had
remembered earlier, perhaps I would have been a better example today.

I am thankful also for the reminder of how much I need Jesus. Such a
little thing like a cold caused me to turn within myself and forget, for a moment,
the great things above me.

Like Peter, when my eyes are on Him, I feel as though I can walk on
water. But then I look down, and I start to sink. The great thing about Jesus is
that He will always catch me.

And with His help, I will be able to stand tomorrow, even though I may
have stumbled today.

17-



Proverbs 1:4: T he wisdom in bcing foolish

? U O wiudeNck to théJsimple, knowledge and discretion to the yoath
-Proverbs 1:4

wish I had known earlier in life how little I knew.
I know almost as little now as I did then, but at least I know it. But a
major problem in my life in high school was that I thought I knew a whole lot.
Since I thought I knew so very much, I had very little interest in learning
anything more. And so I learned very little in high school.

In college and after, I have learned a great deal. But it wasn’t tha
teachers were better or the material all that more interesting. It was that I figured
out that | didn’t know Ibk&nedibacaube] was willingt ho ug h't
to learn.

Strange how a little humility opens you to so much. The proud do not
think they can learn, and so they do not.

Almost certainly this is why Jesus preached a humble approach to His
message. The proud end up like the Pharisees who did not accept Christ because
He did not support their own petty interests.

The proud do not think they need a Savi or , and | certainly d
neededone. | t wasn’t unt i | coll ege that I sl owly
so much I could still learn, and the more I learn, the more I realize that I remain
ignorant.

I once heard that the s¥oraGreéksphfash o mor e”
meani ng “ wiTheeided i®that a sophomore in school is beginning to
understand that he is foolish, and that makes him wise.

A neat idea, and those Greek terms do ex
the word *“ .s’0Mehotinfoomen Old French term. Too bad, I say. I
still like the idea of the wise fool. I fervently pray that this term describes me, in
fact, because I want to be teachable.

18-



In verse 4 of the first chapter, Solomon continues to give us his purposes
in writing down these Proverbs. The verse is interesting to me, because it is the
first time he gives a hint as to his audi el
expect.

I say that because too often we think that only pastors and scholars need
to study the Bible. But Solomon is not directing it to those people at all. Those
people can be benefited, of course (as we’ ||
primarily talking to.

He’' s tal ki ng werewise enougH te knawhtleey are foolish.

But we should not be content to remain fools, and Solomon is writing to

give us “prudence,” “kniowlsdige vamdr editstceg et wic
of being a wise fool comesin. Because if we realize we’'re fo
seek knowledge, then we are simply foolish.

But isn’t this exactly whatSomeegeopeo when i

really think they know everything about religion and that they have nothing to

learn. That is foolish. Then there are some people who would wholeheartedly

agree thattheydon’ t know much about God, but they d
to learn anything. This is also foolish.

These philosophies are foolish for simple reasons. The first is that God is
big enough that we cannot know Him completely in this life; the second is that
God is too important to not try to know Him in this life.

In the Bible, we have God speaking to us. The only legitimate response to
it is to come in humility and accept the wisdom there. His words were given to
guide us, and it would be foolish to ignore those words. And yet how often do
we really read our Bibles?

But this is the same thing that happens with Jesus. He came to earth to
provide us a way to heaven, and most of us are so foolish that we think we know
everything we need to about eternity, or we bask in our ignorance. Again, the
only wise choice is to repent of our own prideful ways and to submit to Him.

He is simply too important.

-19-



Proverbs 1:5: Wisdom for the wise
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-Proverbs 1:5

People you can turn to for guidance or a word of wisdom. For many, this

would be a pastor or a former teacher or a parent. Sometimes a friend
fills this role, or a neighbor. Who t hey are in relation to yo
mu c h; it’s that they are there.

For me there are several people, but one I wanted to bring up was a
former pastor of mine. I actually went to his church before I was a Christian, and
left it because of a really great youth group in the next city. But I always kept in
touch with this pastor, and a few years ago I found myself working right beside
that church.

I was going through a terrible time, and I was seeking comfort in the
prayer garden right beside the church. By this time, I had become a Christian,
and I suddenly felt the need to go speak with this man.

Over the next couple of years, he was always there for me, willing to help.
I have since changed jobs, but I try to still stop by on occasion, though it is far too
seldom that I get to do that.

He is not the only wise person in my life, and I am thankful for them all.
The other wise people I know are not much like this pastor friend of mine.
Actually, none of them are much like the others. They have their own
personalities, own habits, own tastes, own senses of humor. There are only a few
things they share in common.

They fear God. Every one of them. They love the Bible.

And they never stop learning.

] l opefully you have some people in your life who you consider to be wise.
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Regarding the previous verse, | spoke of the

Wi s e

f ool

was wise enough to know t ha Golomenisdveittng n’ t kno

his Proverbs for that person, to help him grow in wisdom.

So what then? Once this person becomes wise, is he done? Do e s n’
verse seem strange? Why would the wise need more learning? Why does the
one who understands need guidance?

It is because we never know everything. God is so infinitely large that we
can never know Him completely. Understanding is always a journey, and
wisdom is always a pursuit. Once we decide we know it all, we have made a
very foolish statement and show great lack of understanding.

The more I learn, the more I understand that I should be striving after
Christ with every breath. There is so much I do not know, and so much I do not
understand, and yet that much is clear. He has given me wisdom enough to see
that I am wholly inadequate to live rightly and wisely without Him. He has
given me wisdom enough to repent of my own ways and follow after Him.

Is He telling you the same thing? It may be that you have come to these
musings today so that God can tell you something about wisdom. Perhaps you
are telling yourself that you have it covered, that you are living rightly all by
yourself. But I think you know better. Every wise person I know has become
wise not in himself, but in learning from others, from listening, and from God. I
urge you to flee from your own path and turn to Him who has perfect wisdom.
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Proverbs 1:6: Kcacling more to understand
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-Proverbs 1:6

recently had a conversation with a coworker about the Bible. I had mentioned
somet hing cool I had found i mut lsehoRd alnmg,
take everything in the Psalms literally. ”"She went on to explain that certain
parts of the Bible were, in essence, wrong.
Now, whether or not we take Scripture literally is a debate we can have
for another time; what interested me in this conversation is how utterly unable
this woman was, when I asked her, to give me one example of a verse that was
wrong.
This is so often the problem. Here in the West we always hear about the
Bible. We are always hearing about the Bible, whether in praise or in
condemnation, and yet it is all so distorted. | t * s di st orted because
“hearing about” the Bible, and so few of wus
Solomon has given us several verses that we could label at the purpose of
writing the book. He told us first about the goal, and second about his audience.
But now he tells us something else: We should read Proverbs in order to
understand Proverbs.
Does that sound strange? Nor mal |'y peopl e, when they dt¢
something, they put it down and ask someone else (or just forget the whole
thing). The last thing we would do is to simply reread it.
I was an English major, and | read a | ot
first.  When I started, I went to criticism, hoping the literature critic would
explain what I had read. Sometimes that worked. But then, as I continued, I
began just going back, looking at it again, meditating on it, exploring it.
And I began to understand things a great deal better.
There are a lot of people who have been offended by the Bible. Either they
mi sunder stood part s, di dn’ t l i ke what they 1
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their own sin. They jump out immediately and say how sexist the Bible is, or
that it promotes slavery, or that it is filled with contradictions, or some other
nonsense. Most of the time, this person is saying
it in the first place.
I love Bible commentaries. Ilove books about the Bible. Ilove listening to
sermons. But if I substitute any of those things, things that come solely from
man, for my own study of the Word, something that comes from God, then I am
not doing myself any service.
Solomon is right here: We read the Word in order to understand it. It
interprets itself. One verse comments on another, one chapter on another, one
book on another, one testament on the other. | f [ don’t under st and
don’t |i ke a part, | read on, and it gradual
I still may not like it, but once I understand, I am left with a choice. I can
either trust my own ways, which have failed me over and over again, or I can
follow God, who has never failed me at all.
I am thrilled that you are reading my little musings here. I truly am. I
hope you continue to do so, but do not let this take the place of study and
meditation on the Word of God.
Because her.eYowhave fhiled yburselftasimuch as I have failed
myself. Everyone else out there is going to fail youtoo. Don’ t | et them di
the fate of your eternal soul. Repent of that way and follow Christ, the God
taught to us by His own Word.
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Proverbs 1:7: T he first step

231 1 wi | BOoro @ithe Bdgihning of knowledge; fools despise wisdom and
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-Proverbs 1:7

was trying to fix my computer recently, and I found some very helpful
websites that explained what to do in exactly my situation. They told me to go
the command prompt, to type this, to look at that, and to change this.

There was only one problem: | di dn’t know how to get
prompt.

> m quite sur e tightén wihat they weretsllingveey bait I r
had no way to find out, since I was lost on step one. I had to go elsewhere to
tigure out how to do that one step, and only then could I go back and try again.

Sometimes I think the church is like this. | * v e 4oemarty dermons
about how we need to stop sinning, and cut out that behavior, and we need to
act like that. And I think so many people in the pews are thinking (though they
may not admit it mWdud), “I agree, but

Where do we start? Are we to grit our teeth and stop sinning by sheer
will power? Are we to suddenly turn away from the life we have always known
and suddenly be perfect by setting out minds on it? Are we to suddenly know
everything perfectly and be able to walk in the paths of righteousness? How
does this happen?

Solomon gives us the first step in his first proverb of the book. Fear the
Lord, and then we begin to understand.

What is this word fear? Are we supposed to cower away from God? Fear
comes from a Hebrew word that is more of a respectful awe. In sort of the same
way a child might fear his parents. The chil d probably doesn’
would hope not!) unless he does something wrong, and he understands that his
parents have great power, and you should not forget it. His parents care for him,
love him, provide for him, but can also punish if not obeyed.
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This is sort of the same concept here. When we fear the Lord, we are
obedient to Him. We respect Him for His goodness and power. At times we
should truly fear Him, for He has authority over us far more than anyone in this
world. Jesus summarizes it nicely:

2(wUl ObwaduUowdawi UPI OEVUOWEOwWOOUwWI 1 EUwUT O
have nothing more that they can.d8ut | will warn you whom to fear
fear him who, aftehe has killed, has authority to cast into hefles, | tell
aolouwi T EUwWI pOn 2
-Luke 12:45

So we are talking about all these things combined when we speak of how
we should approach God. Yet we usually do not do these things. We will fear
all sorts of things in this life, but we will not give God the respect He deserves.
No wonder our world seems to come crashing down when we get dumped or
fired or our electricity goes out! No wonder! We fear the wrong things, and as a
result, we lack understanding, so we r eact badly to things t*h
matter very much.
Jesus came to earth guide us back to that right relationship with God.
And you know what? We hate instruction and wisdom so much that we killed
Him. But God is so great and so awful (I use the word in its proper meaning to
be “full of awe,” which is exactly what God
against His Son and turned it into a saving act for us all. By the Blood of Jesus
we can return to God, properly this time, upon our knees, surrendering all,
repenting of all, and be restored to Him.
It all begins with the fear of the Lord. Repent of your old foolishness and
come to Him, and this will be the beginning of understanding.
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Frovcrbs 1:8: Honoring your Parcnts
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-Proverbs 1:8

"m going to be honest, I have a hard ti me,

t he Bi bl e’ s teachings on t hlen parwaty, /| 'crh

somewhat in between the two.

Il t’s not that I don’ t make an eflftdrst t o
just that | ' m not a child anymore, .and so o1l
don’t have a curfew, and | don’ t hawse t o ask
(even the onesratedR!). | don’t even | ive with them!

At the same ti me, . Ihopatob@dne reativielg dotme r y et
Not now, because my wife and I are relatively newlyweds,andwedon’ t pl an t o
have children right away. But soon.

On the other hand, I can appreciate this teaching more than ever. One
thing that is rather neat about Christianity (and something that a lot of people
miss) is that it is a personal thing, but it is also a community thing. We are not
meant to just be a Christian alone in a cave. We are meant to be part of
something. We are meant to live together, helping and loving one another, and
submitting to one another.

The first form of this we encounter is our relationship with our parents.
't s our p aieasnihts welljChrstiarisol mm ar et ur n we'’
honor them and submit to their instruction.

Which is just about as rare and parents who teach the Word to their
children!

When | was younger, I didn’t think my par
was going through. Li ke the Fresh Prince once told
understand. "I wonder what he thinks of that song now that he has children.

Just a thought.

re supp

26-



I now know that my parents did understand, and they probably could
have helped me through a lot of the messes I got myself into had I just asked for
help. I seek their advice a lot more now.
I hope, and I do pray, that my children will realize that I experienced the
same stuff they’ r elhgpetheygvillicome te ¢ @nd I hepec e
they wil|l |l i sten when we open the Bible toge
There’'s a reason honoring your fat her a
Commandments. It speaks to our community, and it speaks to our humility. We
don’t Kknow eV eereyare hdouplg of peapedight ih our own houses
that have experienced many of the same things.
As for parents, this is also a call for you (and me too, eventually) to be
godly. Teach the Word, so if your child is listening, he will be listening to truth.
So what do you think? Do you think that you are too wise to listen to
your parents? Do you think you know better than them? Did you know that
Jesus obeyed His parents? Take a look at Luke 2:51: “ And he *Jesus+ went
with them [Mary and Joseph] and came to Nazareth and was submissive to
them.”
Now this Guy had every reason in the world to go His own way. He was
God, right? I mean, talk about a good reason not to clean your room! But in
humility He obeyed. We should do the same. You are not better than Jesus, and
so you do not have an excuse for not honoring your own parents.
But before we can, we need to repent of the ways we have fallen short.
Confess those times to God, and ask for His guidance and mercy in your life. As
Jesus also submitted to God the Father, we should do the same doubly, since we
are not perfect as He was. If He submitted in humility, how much more do we
need to do the same?
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Proverbs 1:9: A garland of behavior
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-Proverbs 1:9

was working a part-time job at a bookstore when I was in college, and one of
the women I worked with scolded me for not noticing her haircut. “ Men never
notice! ”"she lamented, and went on and on about how we should be paying

more attention to these sorts of things. It was quite a speech!

What she didn’t realize was that | had g
well , and she hadn’t noticed.

We do things to get noticed. We arrange our hair in a certain way, or we
wi || wear certain things (sometimes certain
wearing). Someti mes we just wait for someone to
earrings?” just so we can talk about t hem.

Strangely, very few people want to be noticed for their character.

This is exactly what Solomon is talking about here. If you remember from
verse 8, he is encouraging us to remember the godly teachings of our parents,
and now he is comparing the remembrance of those lessons to things we wear.

And these are things we would wear prominently. A pendant is not just a
simple necklace, but is a stone or symbol that hangs from the necklace. It is
something that we would see immediately. A garland is a wreath of flowers or
leaves you would wear like a crown, often awarded as a prize in a competition.
It is something worn for the expressed purpose of bringing honor and attention
to the wearer.

Solomon is telling us to live rightly, and to live rightly to such a degree
that it will bring attention.

But you will also notice that he is not telling us to walk on our own path
to live so rightly, but to walk in the ways of something greater. In this case, we
are following the example of our parents, but with the understanding that our
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parents are walking with God. And ultimately, that is who should be getting the
glory from our right living.

A lot of people wear a certain type of pendant today: the cross. I see all
sorts of people wearing it around their necks, and I wonder how many people

actually believe in that symbol. | don’t think it’s wrong to wi
often wear a ring that has a cross on it),
about. Jesus would rather have us known for something else. In John 13:35, He
tellsus: “ By t his al | phatyqulare myndisdiples, i yow have love
for one another.”

And surely His |l ove was seen by the wh

understand. His love made it possible for us to follow the greatest example who
has ever lived. Any other garland of behavior we wear will be self-serving and
destructive, but in Him we find righteousness.
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Proverbs 1:10: Simplc advice grcatly needed
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-Proverbs 1:10

ell, duh!
Solomon begins his practical advice rather simp | y , do?els n” t he
this the wisest man in the world? “* My s o n, i f sinners enti

consent. "That one seems a little obvious to me.
Or at least I wish it were so.

Sadl vy, Il m beginning to realize Theow prof c
sad fact is that, when sinners entice, we normally jump right in.
And | " m not even r edhristians hetel bkitipeoglein bout no

the Church. As we have said over and over again on this discussion, we cannot
even begin to really live according to what we read in Proverbs without Jesus, so
| et ' s asl & starting point. We' re not very (dlhedecareabout t
countless Christians who still answer the call of sinners every day.
We have some great excuses for it to. When the guys are making
inappropriate comments about a woman in the office, we tell ourselves that it is

harmless fun. 1 f we get angry often, maybe we tel!]l
we'  re wired, . it weokkeemat alrlking to sexual si
we '’ r e wehe &theapersbn tbok advantage of that.

We even use the fact that we are sinners (which we are) to excuse sin.
How many ti mes have | heard a Christ.ian say,
|l m a sinner after alll?”

Thankfully, it is true that, when we sin, Jesus will be an advocate for us.
But there is a difference between striving for righteousness and using our pasts
to excuse our present actions.

The profound thing about this statement is that we cans ay “no” when
sinners entice. This goes against the practice of so much of Christianity. We live
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“9t' s not

in a society that tells wus
“that’”s just the way you are.

And the simple reply of the Bible

In a way, the world is right. We were sinners from the start (Psalm 51:5),
and we are slaves to it. We can try to bend our wills to be good, but we will
always eventually fail.

It is only through Christ that we have a chance to rise above to the level of
“do not . tltasoale by trepenting of our old ways and seeking after His
that we can turn away from the enticement of sinners and embrace
righteousness.

Before we take a step farther into Proverbs, if you have not done so, I urge
you to make that turn toward Him. Repent of the old selfishness and pride, and
submit to Him. Only He is righteous, and so only He has the power to guide you
in righteousness.
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Proverbs 1:11: Highway robbcrg

-Proverbs 1:11

Did you ever want to run around with bandits,

To see many places and hide in ditches?
(UzUwOOUWEOPEaAUWELEVUAOWPUZ UwOOUWEOPEA UwI EC
When the winter comes and the greenery goes

We will make some shelter

C 0 u It tefp’but think of this song when I read this verse. 1 t * s my f avori:t

song from what very well could be my favorite album: “ Bandi ts” from
Mi dl ake’ s “The Tr i al.s” Thisfis a\idennot€)but Lgoa nt her
recommend this album extremely highly. “Bandi ts” is a song abou

whose house is completely emptied by bandits while they are out looking for
food, forcing them to start over. Another family comes by, having also been
robbed on the trail. So the narrator invites them to stay for a while.

In time, though, the narrator, who is a romantic and prone to
daydreaming, begins to wonder what it would be like to be a bandit himself.

Few would be as honest as the narrator in this song. Few would admit to
romanticizing thievery. And yet this call is not so unfamiliar to us.

The “sinners’” in this verse are tempting
robber, to kill and rob innocent people. Now would be a good time to look at
wha't I felt was a difficuldt phrasé&Thd n t he v
robbers certainly have a purpose: money. So we really can’t say t|
a reason to do what they are doing. What they are really saying is that the
victims donTthedssemee si are saying, “Let’s ar

don’ t deasé€rve
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Is this something you daydream about? Probably not. What part of it are
you guilty of? The verse is talking about being tempted to take advantage of
someone who doesn’t deserve it, not. necessa
How are you tempted inthisway? | " m not asking you | F you d¢
do. So how is it that you do it?
Did you talk another person down at work so you would get a
promotion? Did you lie a little on the last business deal for a little more money?
Fib on your taxes? Get angry and demanding with some cashier until the store
gave you a discount you really didn’t need?
Did you cut back on your church offering so you could buy something
you r eal | y? Bidybuagive anpteirggat all to the church? 1| t ' s not your
money, af t er. Aad it you Hoitdé it ratléotHan use it the way He
would want you to, you are trying to take so
I am so happy that God doesn’t treat us
way we treat each other. On a whim, we will take the things that should belong
to others, peopl e .whod yet wva DO deseevs ® rhave i t
everything taken from us, and yet God has mercy. He has so much mercy that
He sent His Son to die in our place.
We are guilty of standing with sinners in situations like this. But God has
given us a way to stand with the righteous instead. Jesus took the punishment
we all deserve, and if we repent of those old ways and trust in His forgiveness,
we can take on His righteousness.
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Proverbs 1:12: Cclcbrity death match!

20POT w211 OOwWOl UwlUwegUPOOI UUZg wUPEOCOOOPWUT 1 Ow¢g
T OWEOPOWOOWUT 1T wxbDUO~
-Proverbs 1:12

1'[:';90 UO0wUT: O EYWBUBI? 20 1 00y » w3 T 1 Ul zUwUOOI wWwEIT EE
brief This is in no way a complete explanation of this term, so please study it a
OPUUOT wOOwadbUUwOPOOWEUUwW( wEOOZUThNEYT wud OOl
Oi wb U w O BBametinreg wekidd the word death to mean more than deatf, Vight
mean etrnal death, as in hellSometimes we just mean deathmay worry that an
UOEIT OPI1 YD Oidied»wnd | GO QO E V0w ( Z OWET UEPEwWI T whi
L' U0w( wbPOOWEOUOW?EDI O2 wUT OUT.TSkddllisl tha bathe) E U w E O w
way. Righteous people in the Bible are said to go to Sheol, simply meaning they have
passed over into the spiritual realBut sometimes the word is used in a darker sense, as
in this verse, probably meaning helVhen you come across the word, checkdhtext
Ol wb U OwE O ENow 6Nl iz @etull icterit! D O 1

So sinners are crazy, huh? We’ re i n the middle of the s
here, where a group of bad fellows are trying to get us to go attack some people
on the highway. At first, they seemed to just be after some money, but now
they’  re really go.iNow they veglly deemaabd outfor bldod. i t
I have to admit, the first time I read this section of Proverbs, I thought it

was just a little over the top. I know there are some people out here who really
do think this way, but | certainly don’t, roi
Except that I do, and you do too.
Let me give you an example. The other day I was at work, and my
coworkers and I were talking about a celebrity that I actually admire. I usually
don’t get into the whole celebrity thing, bu
stand up person to me. Well, one coworker of mine had heard some, er, not nice
things about this particular celebrity.
And I found myself online, looking it up to see if it was true.
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l > m surprised I|.Ilwds ko tionttehrienskt dd m not
lure of gossip and rumor. But t he truth is, even though

that sort of thing as so many people are, I still need to watch myself.

T h e r erhethingsin us that likes to watch people fall. If you doubt it,
take a look at the news. If there is a story about a celebrity, it is that this one
went to rehab, or this one shaved her head, or this one tried to commit suicide, or
when this one gets divorced for the tenth ttime. Ther e i sn’t a
regularly spends time with the family. Why not? Because we do
that!

Take a look at the things you find intriguing. Are you more interested
when a nationally known pastor has a loving relationship with his wife, or when
he has an affair? Even amongst friends, we just have to know when something
goeswrong. | t ' sinteyestingt

Much of the time, we seem to be lying in wait, ready to watch someone be
swallowed whole by Sheol. Sometimes, sometimes, we actually help. Have you
done this? Have you exaggerated to your boss when reporting on a mistake a
coworker made? Have you spread rumors about someone that put that person
in a bad light? There is more than one way to watch someone go down.

And sometimes you are pulled yourself.

You know, this is the whole problem with most religions in the world.
They ask you to be good enough for God. Our instincts, desires, and
entertainment are all so slanted toward evil, and these religions are telling us,
“ Do Db.e"Welk we have all watched someone be pulled down and smiled.
We have all pulled someone down personally and laughed. And then we have
all been pulled down ourselves. Friends, we are not good enough for God.

But God had mercy on us and sent His Son Jesus. And we, in our
dar kness, killed Him, even though He
do. We were the sinners from this verse, dragging down the only perfectly
innocent man in history into Sheol. But in that death He took the punishment we
all deserve.

\

S

|
story
n’t car
hadn’ t

Christianity 1is not about betomsn@abbgbod

Jesus being good enough for God, and letting us in with Him. When we
recognize our inability to be that good, we repent of those efforts. We ask for His
forgiveness. On t he Cross, Jesus died in our
have to die. He traded us. He took our sin, and He gives us His righteousness.

Walk no more in the ways of the sinner; turn away and come to the Cross.
| t ' sonlp hope. Once there, Jesus will give us His Spirit to teach us how to
walk in righteousness, so that next time the sinners come calling for us, we can
keep our eyes on He who saves us.
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Proverbs 1:12: T he cure for sin

20PO01 w21 1 OO0 snallow thdin(thednddaedtDdlive, (agduwhole, like those who
T OWEOPOWUOOWUIT T wxbpUO»
-Proverbs 1:12

had actually begun writing about verse 13 before turning back again. I was
ready to move on, ready to tackle another verse. And then something
happened, and I am not exaggerating when I tell you it changed my life
permanently.
I was supposed to be married in less than a month, but tonight my fiancée
called it off.
I wrote about this verse a couple of days ago, about how it seems like so
many of us just have the desire to see people fall. Tonight I feel something else,
and it made me run to this verse again.
't s hard to expllati’'ns whhmandi’nmg fbeye ltilneg mi n
I start to explain, it s hi. fWhend wdsa | f doz
talking with her, I felt the urge to defend myself at first. A lot of what she said
made sense, and she was dead-on right, but a lot of it I thought was unfair, so I
wanted to justify myself. Even when I was wrong, I wanted to point out when
she had been just as wrong in exactly the same way.
Then I wanted to tear myself down, and I just took everything she said
with hardly a “You’'re right” as we went.

|l " m angry, |l " m | onel vy, l " m worried, Il > m
turn. And then I go back through them all. I found myself pacing, thinking that
it was her fault, and then deciding it was mine, and then I finally become
somewhat rational and realize that we’'ve bot

time. We’ ve been t er ratihgaad neither ¢f asmeally nriderstood

the other person’s f r. u3Herdzdudsionnwouldaged concer
convoluted whenever we would bring those issues up, and they would get

worse. We were working on communicating, but not working very hard.
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Most of the time it was realll Wejmtonder f ul
didn’t talk very well

At this moment l " m somewhat atFivpeace wi
minutes ago I wanted to break something. | didn’'t, b.Wlen minuteésa nt ed t
before that I wanted to give up on love and live like a hermit, and before that I
wanted to break sonmeowen’etl,sei fs Yyhe®Wotte wond
intentionally.

And for a moment, I wanted to break hers. I wanted to call her back and
just lay into her and make her feel bad.

Foramoment. Th at ' smadelna go back to this verse.

When | ' m upset and | onely, that. s when |
think that’s true wi.tWhepr eittt’ys muathe eared yyoymne’
and you’'re thi nkhingsgouavbnted to doamith that gerson that

you’' || never get to do, al | the things you
l earn from her, It s easy | udikecillherad i p and
and say something you'll regret.

So why 19 Bedanse Ilovd her. Because I love her more than I love
myself. No matter what happened tonight, and no matter what happens

tomorrow, | ' m still going to want the absol u
Even i f that isn’”t me.
The cure forsinislove. That ' s wthame Gitofioge. That ' s why
He died for us, because of love. And i n the end, [ |l ove Him to
to cry tonight, and | " m going to pray, and

all.
Il 't s elnto'ughenough rightHmow just to tal§Kk
|l " ve been divorced before, and when my e:
for a while. I wonder how many people I pulled with me into the pit then. I * m
going to try to do better this time. Not because I think I have to or anything like
that, but because I know love a little better now.
Not well enough, |l suppose, but | ' m | earn

[Note: Our breakup lasted a couple of weeks, but we did get back together and kept the
wedding date. We were married not long after this was written.]
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Proverbs 1:13: \What s your Pricc?
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-Proverbs 1:13
"ve heard this joke several times (and wil!/l
it here, but | think it’s appropriate)
A man and a woman meet in the bar, and they talk for a while. After a
few minutes, the man asks the woman if she will go to bed with him for a

hundred thousand dollars. Her eyes go wi de, and afteri
consideration, she accepts the terms.

Theytal k some more, and eventwually the man
a hundred thousand dollars, would she consider fifty dollars?

She slaps him hurriedly, saying, “I’m not

The man calmly replies, “We both know wt

negotiat i ng pri ce.
This verse in Proverbs speaks of another temptation we sometimes face.
We’ ve already di s cdissussiord,, temptation pf mowdr and s
revenge, but in this verse Solomon is telling us about greed.
Money, in and of itself, is not an evil thing. People will often misquote the
Bi ble, saying, “MoneYhesBtheerdokesotfivtashyetvh
even suggest that. What it does say is, “For the Il ove
kinds of evils. It is through this craving that some have wandered away from the
faith and pierced themselves with many pangs
Huge difference here, and an important one. Solomon was a rich dude,
and he knew it wasn’'t a si.nThednooralhjaestion money o
was what do you do with it, and what do you do to get it?
I like the way Mark Driscoll puts it: You either love people and use
money, or you love money and use people. | s n’ t ¢ Wa 4ll krifow peeple
who use money as a tool, and others who have money as a goal.
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If money is your goal, then this temptation is going to be a difficult one for
you. Like the woman in the joke, you will eventually betray all of your beliefs if
the price isright. I n t he end, you may say, “Il’'m not
yourself out for money, no matter the amount, then that is exactly what you are.
The sinners in this verse are tempting us to commit highway robbery for
money. Maybe you woul dnButtwhay B yotirtpeice? Peaple say
that everyone has a price.
| * ghad Jesus does not. When He came to earth, Satan tempted Him in
the wilderness. There were three temptations, but this one is particularly
appropriate for us:

And the devil took him up and showed him all the kingdoms of the world
in a moment of time, AE WUEDPE w0 Qwl POOwW?3 OwadUlw( whpbDOOwWI
and their glory, for it has been delivered to me, and | give it to whom |
will. If you, then, will worship me, it will all be youds? Andulesus
EOUPI Ul Ewl POOwW? ( Uwb Uwb Udyir Galdands 8 OUwUT EOO
I POwOOOaAawWUT EOOwadUwUl UYIl 872

-Luke 4:58

The whole world. That is what was offered. Everything. Not a hundred
thousand, not a hundred billion, but every bit of it. And all He had to do was
bend a knee.

But He . fesusl knéwt that some things were more important than
wealth. “ For what does it profit a man to gain
soul ?” He would | ater ask wus (Mark 8:36).

Christ is worth our worship, and worth our praise. He is worth giving up
everything else to acquire. And once obtained, the wealth of this world will
seem less important. If you do not know Him, turn away from the ways of this
world, which will wither and fade, and turn to Him, for He does not fade, and
He does not wither, for He is forever. Do not put yourself in me, or yourself, or
your spouse, or someone else who may have a price, but in Him who obviously
does not. In His death He can grant you life, for in death He took the
punishment that was rightfully yours because of your greed, ambition, and lust.

If you do know Him, spend some time in praise today, for you have
something that is far better than gold or jewels, and you got it freely.
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Proverbs 1:14- Ah‘ T he Commies are coming!
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-Proverbs 1:14

Y *"/or the |l ast few verses, we’' ' ve been
tempt us into evil ways. This is their last temptation in their speech, and
we may think it is a little strange. They want us to come hang out.

A lot of the commentaries I read were written in the last fifty years, and so
they latch onto the phrase about sharing one purse. “* Co mmu f i” they cry.
“That ' s t he terri bl e .t elhepdinadrsi wamt ta be
communi sts!?”

That ' s n o fatiort Here. I fectn@hristians are supposed to share
things amongst themselves. Not quite in the same way as communism, but in
love. The temptation is for unhealthy community.

When I was younger and not a Christian, I was rather lonely, and I started

hanging out with a group of coworkers. Thi s was not a go.0d

They were constantly drinking, doing drugs, and sleeping together. I never
joined in for those activities. Even though I was not a Christian, I guess I knew
better even then. If drugs appeared or if people started pairing off, I would
simply leave. | t wasn’t Bautbiegvedchealf. | didn’t
found myself influenced by their attitudes and emotions. It was a train wreck of
a time, and I grew more and more depressed and selfish. Had I stayed with
them too much longer, I probably would have started in on the drugs and sex.
Thankfully, ot her circumstances (and
them before that.

There was very little really wrong in my life at the time, and yet I was
depressed. Several years later, when my life really was a wreck, between a

divorce, poor health, and adead-e nd j ob, | wa s nspititualiyandn g

emotionally. Why? Because I first had Jesus, and second a group of friends who
loved me and loved the Lord. They took care of me and encouraged me.
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We were made for community. The first thing in Creation that is said to

be “not good” i's t hat. IAfdcg this ik theconlynthing¢chatmp a ni o n

was “ modt” daoe f or Everythieg elfeavhslgood. In countless passages
in both Testaments we are encouraged to hold fast to one another and take care

of each other. I will quote my favorite of these: “ Bear one another’

and so fulfill thelawof Chr i st ” ( Gal ati ans 6: 2) .
And yet community is something that Christians can be very bad at. L e t
face it, few of us hang out with the people from church. We normally hang out

with people from work of school whosdon’

or live morally. So we just shrug off their behavior. But then it starts to show up
in us as well.

It is not good for us to be alone. | t . Buhit i also not good to be
constantly in the wrong crowd. We should hang out with the lost, yes, to teach
them of Christ. But for support, guidance, and advice, we should be with our
brothers and sisters in the Lord.

> m guil ty o0Inretehtidsys, soraeone Blbve very much left
me, and I found myself talking to the people at work. Ijustdon’ t have
Christian friends, and they were there. It was nice to talk about it, but their

advice was rather worldly. They di dn’t wunderstand my

So after that, I intentionally sought of Christians. Their words were
focused on Christ, which was exactly what I needed.

And best of all, I prayed. Contrary to what many people believe, Jesus
understands exactly what we are going through. He is not some distant deity
t hat doesn’t know what it’s really I.i

He went through it all. “ For we do not have a high

sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been

t

many

k

n

pri or |

dowr
prie

tempted as we are, yet without sin” (Hebrews

And furthermore, He is a friend (John 15:15). He will hear us, and He
understands. And through His Spirit He will guide us.

And He loves us. He loves us so much that He died for us, so that we
could live.

There is no better companion than Christ, no greater comfort. In
repenting of our sinful ways, we can come to Him, be cleansed and be filled with
Him.

So the next time sinners come with the temptation of companionship, you
will not need to get into a destructive relationship just because you are lonely.
But you will be able to introduce them to the One who rescued you from that life.
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Proverbs 1:15: Wa“cing in the va“cy
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-Proverbs 1:15

"ve been reading in Oswal dMyGQinoshbeHiss ’ gr eat
Highestlately. Act ual | vy, Il > m al ways reading in it
read it through three or four times by now. But it was probably a few weeks
ago when I reread one of my favorite subjects of his, which is the difference
between the mountain and the valley.
These are figurative, of course. The mountain represents those places we
go and things we do just to rest in God, to feed off His Word, to be revitalized.
Maybe this is church, or a certain group of friends. May be i t’s your qui e
But the temptation is to remain in those places and never go into the valley,
which is the lost world, to spread the news about God. We don’t want to do
because the valley is hard!
Chambers explains that a lot better than I do, admittedly. I highly
recommend readingit( i t s t he entry for October 1,; yo
the book online).
C. S. Lewis had a similar idea in The Silver Chairwhich is one of his
Narnia books. In the beginning, a character named Jill finds herself on a
mountain with Aslan, and Aslan tells her everything she needs to know to
quickly end the threat to Narnia. Looking down from the mountain, everything
seems so clear toher. But t hen she goes down into Narni
clear anymore, and she keeps forget t i ng Asl an’s words, Oor seeé
his true meaning until it is too late.
Things get murky in the world. Things get complicated. At least they
seem to. Loneliness, greed, pride, or despair gets to us, and we lose our way.
Sometimes we just jump on the path of the nearest person, one who seems to
care.
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It is not hard to focus on Christ right after a moving sermon or when
sharing with a small group. But the next day, we forget that focus, and suddenly
we are tempted to date that unbeliever, or cheat a little at work, or laugh at the
dirty joke with friends.

How do we resist? There is only one way. You can try sheer force of will,
but that will betray you. The only way is this:

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloudnebeats, let us
also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run
with endurance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the founder
and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured
the crossgespising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne
of God.

-Hebrews 12:13

It is He who perfects our faith. It is He who started that faith in the first
placee. The only help we have in this wverse in
T h a tll'tk® help we need.
Practically, this means reading the Bible more just on Sunday. It means
praying more than just at bedtime. It means talking about Jesus with friends.
(Il't"s really hard to tell a dirty jloke when
means praying for focus every time your mind wanders somewhere it should
not.
Ultimately, it means having faith in Him, for only He can perfect that
faith. Only He has the power to wash us clean from our sins and bestow us with
His righteousness.
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Proverbs 1:16: BJimc to sin
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-Proverbs 1:16

interesting movie. There was one character, played by George Clooney,

who was making a concerted effort throughout the film to sleep with

anyone possible. He was married, and he had a girlfriend, and he was also on an
online dating service to meet more women.

It was so ridiculous that it was funny, which I think was rather the point.

He was an outrageous character, certainly, but outrageous in a rather realistic

This weekend I went to see Burn After Reading which was a pretty

way.

We’' ve probably all/l known someone | ike th
toward any opportunity to do wrong.

Someone like me.

Look, |l > ve neveperbeem, abuvi oyewmtdon’t h a
someone to shed blood. All of sin sheds blood. Even if it is not in this life, blood
will be shed.

Some of you may be very surprised that I say this. Why would being a
little promiscuous cause bloodshed? Why would shoplifting something small
cause bloodshed?

Our criminal justice system ascribes certain punishments for certain
crimes. Frankl y, it is a system set up by sinne
come from the bunch of sinners they govern. If we all got what we deserved, the
politicians would probably be the first in line on the way out. This is a fallen
system, and we do the best we can with it. God, on the other hand, is perfect,
and if He is just (and He is very just), He has to punish wrongdoing properly.

The writer of Hebrews says it this way: “ 1 ndeed, wunder the | a:
everything is purified with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no
forgiveness .oMaul gvesntstd us mBch Ade succinctly: “* For t he
wagesof sinisdeat h” ( Romans 6: 23) .
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Perfection is the standard for life, and so any sin brings about the
shedding of blood. All sin will be punished.
I really like what G. K. Chesterton says:

If it be true (as it certainly is) that a man can feel exquisite happiness in
skinning a cat, then the religious philosopher can only draw one of two
deductions He must either deny the existence of God, as all atheists do; or
he must deny the present union between God and man, as all Christians
da The new theologians seem tantit a highly rationalistic solution to
deny the cat.

Whether or not we deny the cat, it remains true that we all, left to
ourselves, are capable of terrible things. We are slaves to sin.
“1 7 m not "yeumaylsayvlevill borrow again from Mark Driscoll in
answer i ng? ThénRt®m@dinhiyg and never sin again. Impossible, you
say? That’ s because you' re a slave."’
I may not have shed blood of another person, but I have earned my own
death a thousand times over.
But here’s t h eAll gio will benpamisked, yes, but the
punishment does not have to be taken out on you. When Christ died on the
Cross, He took on my sins and took the punis
When I repented of my sins, I laid them upon Him, and He took the death
that should have been mine. And then, He gave me His righteousness, freeing
me from slavery to sin.
For the first time, my feet are not turned constantly toward sin. For the
tirst time, when I run, I am running toward Him.
Because His blood was shed for me, my blood does not need to be spilt.
God’s justice is satisfied, and His mercy sh
I ask you, dear reader, to repent of those old ways. None of us, save Jesus,
can reach the standard of perfection. Only in following Him will we be able to
stand before God blameless.
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FProverbs 1:1 7: A pretty trap gone to waste
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-Proverbs 1:17

conversation with him about the feeders. For t hose who don’t
these feeders sit up on stands and, at the same time every day, whirl out

My grandfather is a deer hunter, and I remember one time having a

corn in a wide circle. | t S somewhat noi sy, but it shoot s
on the deer stand, where the hunter is hiding. The hope is that the deer would
come to eat in front of the hunter.

I had this conversation with him because he was going out to the location
well before deer season started to put feed in the feeder. That di dn’t make m
sense to me at first, but when he explained it, it did.

What if you go out hunting, and the very morning you plan to hunt, you
set up the feeder, then you set up your stand and climb inside? And then the

feeder goes off noisily, and you wait.

You' I I neve Why dé¢cause yod seeup the trap right in front
ofthem. They aren’t c a el @ftamly yoticed thispguydsetting
up a new feeder and a new stand and climbing inside. They ' | | be surpris
the noisy feeder because it’s something out
But if the feeder has been there a while, and it shoots out its feed every
day, even though there’ s no one around, and

t hen they probably won’t notice that a guy s
Solomon is using this very analogy to describe the schemes of sinners.

They work really hard to achieve their goals, but they have no real chance to

accomplish them.
Oh, left to our own devices, we can certainly accomplish things. We can

build a business, or we could get away with crime, or we could score with that

hot girl from the bar, or we can be secure financially.
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But it is all temporary. When we seek out security, love, or life, we may
get it for a season, but then it’s gone.
We've really gained nothing at all
Jesus one time told the religious leaders of His time this: “ You sear ch t he
Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is they that
bear witness about me , yet you refuse to cc
(John 5:39-40).
It wasn’t t hat t h ehy wrong thing, bud thdyiwerg f or t
working extremely hard in the wrong way. They were setting this elaborate trap
right in front of the bird.
The answers you seek are not in one night stands or more money or
power or in friends or even spirituality. They are in Christ. He paid the price for
our mistakes and crimes on the Cross. If we repent of our old ways, those silly
traps we set in front of birds, and come to Him, we will find that He is the only
source for eternal life.
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Frovcrbs 1:18: Thc Gospcl according to Looncy Tuncs
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-Proverbs 1:18

was always a big fan of the Road Runner cartoons. I mean, all of the old

Looney Tunes cartoons followed a similar theme: one character was always

chasing another and usually ended up being hit in the head five or six hundred
times. But the Road Runner ones were special to me. They were unique from
the others in two ways: 1) they were all about the bad guy, Wile E. Coyote,
rather than the good guy, like the others, and 2) they were more patient in
delivering the laughs.

You remember. Wile E. Coyote would spend an inordinate amount of
time building some crazy contraption, and then the Road Runner would zoom
by, and Wile E. Coyote would hit the button, only to fall off a cliff, smack himself
in the head, or rocket himself into a huge rock. It was this long set up for a half-
moment worth of punch line. But what a punch line! It was worth it every time.

We ' r e ng aofewkverses here that talk about the futility of sin. The
sinners in these verses are compared first to people who set a trap for a bird
while the bird is watching (thus gaining nothing). Now we are told that they are
actually setting the traps, much as Wile E. Coyote does, only to fall into the traps
themselves.

This is very true in this life, but it is even more true in the next. But
consider, how many of your problems in life are not ultimately of your own
making? There are times when this is not true, but most of the time itis. You try
to take advantage of a situation, maybe in a relationship, maybe at work, maybe
elsewhere, and it comes back to bite you. It is rare that we ever experience a
problem that could not have been avoided by a better decision in the beginning.
It happens, certainly, but 1t’s rare.
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In the next life, no one will have an excuse. All sins will be paid for. I find
it somewhat funny that some people say that they will get to heaven because
they are “ gWleadisnpthimgiut pride talking, and pride got Lucifer
kicked out of heaven. I tell you the truth, if all your anger, your lust, your greed,
and your pride were laid before you, you would know that you deserve nothing
better than death.
Sin is a trap of our own making, constructed to gain some advantage for
ourselves, and yet will bring about our own destruction.
Like Wile E. Coyote, we think we have everything under control, and we
end up making a man-shaped hold in the side of a cliff.
There is only one way outof this. | t* s not being a better |
we’  ve already gonel tt o nfoar bfadcmanthayg your S
works, because even the smallest sin is too much to everberepaid. | t ° s Jesus.
Jesus lived a perfect life and died undeservedly. But in that death He took
on our sins and paid for them with His blood. If we repent of our sins and
follow Him, then His Blood will take the place of our own in death.
Or we can keep chasing the Road Runner.
Th-th-th-th-th-t hat * s al |l f ol ks!
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Frovcrbs 1:19: You only have 3oursc|{: to blame
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-Proverbs 1:19

grades, especially in the high school years? Think about it. How often
have we heard the following two phrases: “ 1 got "“alnheA t eacher
failed me!?”
Did you notice the difference? In the former example, the student earned

] lave you ever really noticed the way young students talk about their

something great. In the latter, the teacher was the one at work, giving the failing
grade.
It s al most never whereyowtillhveth thewsetugentsa r o u n d
Very rarely will you hear anyone say that the teacher gave him an A, while he
earned an F.
In truth, if a high school student fails, it’ s al mo st al ways becaltl
exactly what he earned. This is especially true now, since high school teachers
are told to do whatever is in their power to make sure everyone passes. You
really have to try to fail a class.
But we, as people, are big on excuses. If you boss calls you in to praise
you for a project, it’s wusually only with fe
coworkers, if you mention them at all. Meanwhile, if he calls you in to tell you
how much you messed the project up, then allof a sudden your cowo
names are coming up a lot.
We come by it honestly (if that phrase is at all appropriate here). We ' v e
been making excuses since the third chapter of Genesis. When Adam and Eve
sin, and God asks them about it, what do they do? Adam blames both Eve and
God, and Eve blames the serpent.
We’' ve been perfecting the practice ever s
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In the |l atest few verses of Proverbs, we
sin. Solomon is telling us here that the paths of sin look very nice, but they lead
to death. In this verse, he emphasizes the point by making it a universal truth.
This happens to “everyone who is greedy for
And Il et’s not pretend that we Notice only s
that he is speaking of a motive here, not an action. Do you desire those things
t hat don’ t bel ong to you and that you di dr
women, men, a position at work? Even i f you don’t act upon
talking about you.
I know there are some people reading this that are ready to bail on me
now. Motives? Am I expecting everyone to be perfect in motive?
Yep.
You see, Jesus tells us that all morality can be summed up in two rules:
Love God completely, and love others. Any ti me you’'re not doing
sinning. That means if you do the right thing, but you do it out of something less
than love, you are sinning. The wages of sinaredeath. | t ' S not enough to
someone,; i f y ou ar e angry with that perso
murderer. You’ ve earned eternal de a22h f ( ylmeaic ld ou tt
believe me).
So if even bad motives earn death, then is there a way out? Because no
one I know has perfect motives.
Yes, because that is why Jesus died. Your sins deserve death, but Jesus
was without sin, and He died anyway. Because He did that, He is able to take
your sins upon Himself and pay the price you were meant to pay. If you turn
away from your greedy, lustful, prideful ways and submit to Him, you will find
life.
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Proverbs 1:20: Answcring the call of Wisdom
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-Proverbs 1:20

really wasn’'t a very bright kid.
There was one time when I took the ladder that went up to my bunk
bed and leaned it against the wall and climbed up. | don’t even know v

did it, but I did. While I was up there, against the wall, I saw my parents turning
the corner in the hallway to come see me. I leapt off and sat on the bed, feigning
innocence.
My parents came in and asked me if I had been on top of the ladder.
Now, it seems pretty obvious that they had seen me, but there was a slim
chance that t hey had nOftcqurses Iggot in tréublerdt fand s ai d
climbing the ladder, but for lying. If I had just admitted it, I probably would
have only gotten a warning.

Wel | I don’t think I ’ve done anything qgi
still do my share of hiding in the shadows.
The Bible tells us something strange. | t t el |l s wus that “the ¢

andthewayi s hard” to heaven ( Mahiddehveayw 7: 14), but
In fact, it is in the open. It is the path of light.
It is the ways of selfishness, of pride, of lust, and of hatred that is

concealed in darkness. Even today, when sin is celebrated on the streets, are we

very careful about who sees us in the act. We scheme and disguise ourselves; we

don’t | ike to admit it.
The way to God is obvious. The Bible even tellsusthat. “ For hi s i nvi si

attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly

perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been

made. So t hey are without excuse” (Romans 1:20)
Wisdom here is actually plural in the original: “ wi s d. 0" Assthough it

is the ultimate Wisdom, the most important, the sum of all. We are talking about
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understanding of the highest order, and she is in the streets, crying for others to
see her.

Do you see her? Can you look outside and admit the obvious, that God is
wondrous and powerful, high above all things; that we do not measure up to His
holiness; that we cannot reach Him on our own? That is evident to me in every
sunrise. I see it every time I look at the sky. I see clearly that I am not worthy,
and that my only chance is Grace.

And Grace is available to us in Christ Jesus. One commentator I read says
that Wisdom in this passage is referring to Jesus Himself. I completely agree
with this. Instead of staying in heaven, Christ came to us, to stand before us, to
teach us directly, to show us the way, and to die for us. He stands in the open,
calling. Has He called for you? Answer Him by bowing before Him (for He is
worthy) and praying for mercy.

It is the wise action.
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Proverbs 1:21: My cx—girlfricncl, the spy
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-Proverbs 1:21

had a really strange dream several years ago about an ex-girlfriend. Ihad not

seen this person in many years, probably a decade, but I had a dream where I

happened upon her on the street somewhere. We had lunch, and I dropped
her off at her house. This house of hers was only a garage and two rooms: her
bedroom and a room where she kept all of her berets. There were hundreds of
them, all over the walls and in cabinets.

I f you’'re wondering, no, I never saw her

I talked some more, and I left, only to be cornered down the street by a
group of CIA agents, who told me that this ex-girlfriend of mine was a Russian
spy. Would I help them gather proof against her?

I was torn in my dream on whether to help them. After all, this woman
and I had really hit it off, and that seems a lot more important than national
security (thus was my thinking in the dream). I left these agents and walked
around the town, thinking things through.

And it was then that I woke up. It took me some time, maybe a half hour,
to fully understand that it had been a dream. It seemed so real to me then.

But it doesn’ tThswoman hadea @dm dadicatel kolberets
in a two-room house! The same house from which she was stealing all of
Amer i ca’ s It wa complétedy unbelievable! The truth began to dawn
within me, and I really felt stupid for ever believing this silly scenario was the
truth.

I felt the same way becoming a Christian. It was like I was waking from a
dream, and I felt rather silly for believing all those things I had before.

We are so skilled in believing what we want to. We are so good at telling
ourselves things so long that we believe they are true. Like Stuart Smalley, we
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look ourselves straight in the eye and lie to tell ourselves that we are on the right
path.
You want proof? Go outside and ask this question of the people you
meet: “ Are you a good per son?yes. Masdttheseiafe not al
people who lie every day, who lust after the good-looking woman at work, who
cut corners at work, who explode in anger regularly, who cut others down to get
ahead, who neglect their families so they can spend more time at work to get
more money, and who will yell and scream when calling some customer service
line to get what they want.

And then they |l ook themselves in the eye
Baloney.
Habakkuk tells us about others who are fooling themselves in ridiculous

ways: “ What profit is an idol when its maker

teacher of lies? For its maker trusts in his own creation when he makes
speechless idols! Woe to him who says to a wooden thing, Awake; to a silent
stone, Arise! Can this teach? Behold, it is overlaid with gold and silver, and
there is no bred®h at all in it” (2:18

How silly is the person who builds his own idol and then worships it?
And yet we do it every day. We make our own idols to solve our problems. We
are lonely? A girlfriend becomes an idol we worship, someone to whom we
sacrifice time, money, and effort. We want money? Work becomes the idol. In a
bad marriage? Divorce is somehow the thing that will solve all your problems.
Like to eat? A really great sandwich becomes an idol, something for which you
sacrifice, something you pursue. We all worship something; the only question is:
“What do you worship?”’

We work so hard on this, checking every dank corner for a savior, when
Wisdom is standing right in front of us.

When truth sets in, you begin to wonder how you ever believed the
falsehood. When I became a Christian, I looked back on my life and realized that
God had His hand in every moment of my life, and I looked right through Him.

Christ came to earth, to stand amongst us, and we killed Him forit. T h a t
how intent we are in ignoring the God who loves us so much. And yet, even that
was not the end, because Jesus rose from the dead, and He is alive today, still
willing to be our Savior, our true and perfect Savior.

Repent of those old ways. Stop and look at what Christ has done for you.
He is willing to forgive all of it, all of the wrong you have done, and welcome
you home. He stands before you, in plain sight. There is no secret to finding
Him, for He has sought you first. Only turn from the world and fix your eyes
upon Him.

S
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Proverbs 1:22: Thcjogs of simplicity
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scoffers delight in their scoffing and ldauT EUT wOOOP Ol ET 1 y 2
-Proverbs 1:22

y wife (I do | i ke saying that, and it’'s
week now) is a teacher, and | often han

heard many stories about the general reactions kids have when teachers

try to teach something.
It isn’t always good.
Which is a foreign concept to me, since I devour books at every

opportunity. Ilove them. Ilovelearning. But t hen, it’s important
It s not to a |l ot of people.

I know some people who voted in this laste | ect i on t hat di dn’t
single moment looking at issues. Actually, a couple of people I know looked at
the issues, but fully admitted that they made their decision based on race.

Somehow, it’s not considered races.sm when it
And then the most blatant example of all: boy bands. People keep buying
CDs by boy bands.

Whether we want to admit it or not, we live in a world where people love
being simple. They hate knowledge, and they want nothing to do with truth.
They want to follow their own ways.

And they make fun of people who go the other way. I cannot tell you
how many times people make fun of me for going to church or reading books.
Seriously, reading books. We live in a world where people make fun of you for
readirg.

The world tells wus that Angeshdttering Jol i e’ s
news, but seeking to secure our eternal soul is fodder for mockery and scorn.
Are we going to deny that a world in which two generations go wild over New
Kids on the Block is a fallen one?
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I say that half in jest, of course, but only halfway. The people around you,
the people on the street, at work, in the grocery store, flee from beauty and truth
in every step. They hate these things. They pretend that their way is the right
one, and yet they cannot even bring themselves to research their vote for the
President of the country.

So many people trust Oprah and Tom Cruise for their spiritual security as
well. Why? Because they love being simple. They delight in scoffing.

Truth should be sought. We should run through the streets, seeking out
Wisdom. As a matter of first importance we should figure out how eternity is
going to be, and then worry about our 70 years here on earth.

Jesus tells wus that He nd the lifet 'He is tha vy and
path for eternal life. He is Wisdom. Even though we love being simple, even
though we delight in scoffing, He came to us to offer us a way out of our
pettiness and to life.

In His death He paid the price for our wasted lives. Even though we
deserve no better than damnation because of our selfishness, greed, lust, and
pride, He took on our punishment so we could take on His righteousness.

I ask you to repent of your love of ignorance, your scoffing, your sin.
Turn away and run toward Him. Let Him be truth in your life.
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Frovcrbs 1:22: Can of worms alert
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-Proverbs 1:22

havethis can of worms here, amnddl rmal émptrad heo
but when I read this verse, Evolution immediately came to mind. Se e, I " m
working on a short series about Creation for another outlet, and | "m right

the middle of listening to a sermon series on Creation and Evolution by John
MacArthur. In addition, the documentary on Intelligent Design, Expelled

recently came out on DVD (at as I am writing this), and | ' m anxious to
hands on a copy. And so the topic is rather on my mind.

Thus the can of worms. I t hi nk | | | go abBheaddbeand pop
fun!

I thought of this topic when reading this particular verse because of the
tierce passion some people have in clinging to this idea. To say even the smallest
thing against Evolution will often bring such hatred and scorn. And yet, to
believe that random chance brought everything together out of nothing is so
astronomically unlikely that it requires more faith to believe in that than to
believe in God. I like the way John MacArthur puts it, that simple logic will steer
you away from any theory that claims that
everything.”

Yet the desperation to remove God from the equation turns Evolution into
a religion. And that is the only way to understand it. After all, if it is true, and
chance alone made this universe, then what does it matter what I believe? And
yet Naturalists will insult me, argue with me, and even call me names for my
beliefs. Why? If they are right, then ultimately what does it matter if I believe in
God? If they are right, then nothing matters at all, so what do they care what I
believe?

Because they have turned from Him, and they do not want to be reminded
of the truth.
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Everywhere you turn in this world, you will see people celebrating their
own lostness, bragging about their own impiety. You hear radio shows
encouraging people to sin sexually, you see famous talk show hosts encouraging
people into cults, you see parades celebrating godlessness, you hear of the
scientific community automatically dismissing the words of anyone who believes
in God, you hear Christianity rebuked by political leaders, you hear the Bible
denied in pulpits; we are a land shrouded in darkness.

How long?

It is impossible that nobody times nothing equals everything. By the very
sunrise is a Designer proven in every day. Surely you must see it. Do you hate
knowledge so much that you can only see chance when you look around?

In this world shrouded in darkness, God Himself came to us in the form
of a man to show us the way to truth. He is the truth; He is our salvation. In
Christ we may be rescued from ignorance, pride, and simplicity. We can be set
free by the truth.

I ask you to repent of your old ways and turn toward Him. By letting go
of your own prideful thoughts and all the ways you have it figured out, you will
tfind true freedom. In surrendering your life to Him, you will live for the first
time.
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Proverbs 1:23: Forgivcncss and repentance
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-Proverbs 1:23

ow many times have I heard this one?
|l " ve asked a few people i f they think

Of course they say yes. I ask about sins they have committed. What
about those?
“Well, Godl'im dwwve nde' | | forgive me.
What about this one?
A few years ago we went through a series of political figures who were
caught in moral indiscretions. More than one of them stated that Christians
should not criticize them because Christians were supposed to forgive.

And again . . .
What about the person in your life who does something terrible, and
when you call them on it, they will Isay so0ome

Obviously you don’teif you can’t forgive m
We have such a messed up understanding of forgiveness. We so often

think it’s something owed .tlot wswtedadzmet hi ng

something owed to us; that is what we have earned. Forgiveness, by its very

nature, is not earned at all. It is given despite what we deserve.

Ilove thisverse. | | ove i t prbty enach thegospel message in
one sentence. Because of what it is, |’ mRglaing to
now,I " m going to deal with forgiveness.

Let meusethisanal ogy (it i s o0 n.eSaylamanéasuoheateedd bef or e

on his wife. If he repents from that and asks her forgiveness, perhaps she will
forgive him. Perhaps they can work it out, and we would probably all be okay
with that, as long as the man is resolved to be faithful.
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But say he does not repent. He is not sorry at all. Not a bit. Say she
forgives him in that case, just forgets the whole thing, even while he continues.
Would any of us be happy about that? Of course not! We would say that the
wife is co-dependant and encourage her to stand up for herself!

And yet we want God to treat us like that co-dependant wife treats her
husband. We want to walk all over God and still have Him welcome us into
heaven, just because He is loving.

Well, none of ust hought, “ Oh ! "whea the Wife Jet heg
husband run around on her. Why do we think that forgiveness from God should
come without repentance?

True forgiveness must come from true repentance. We know this from
our own lives.

In this illustration, Wisdom cannot be met until the person turns away
from foolishness (see the previous verse). That ' s the only .way
You cannot be wise and foolish at the same time. You must turn from one to

embrace the other.
Likewise is God opposed to the ways of this world. You cannot embrace
both. You must turn from one to gain the other.
We have lived our lives embracing the world and ignoring God. By all
rights He could have just walked away and left us to our fate. But like Wisdom
in this illustration, He does not. He stands and calls for us to repent. “ | f y ou
turn at my reproof,” He says, “behol d, I
Repent. Turn from the world and face God. He does not care how foolish
you have been in the past. Only turn now, and you will find Him there. Have
you heard His call? I ask you to respond.
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Proverbs 1:2%: Spcaking all sorts of foolishness
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-Proverbs 1:23

dating a friend of mine. I really disliked this woman greatly at first. I
really can’t even remember whhepoinbut t hat
is, because she was dating a friend and she worked with me, I had to be around
her quite a bit, and I got to know her a lot better.
And I started to like her a lot better too. She became a friend.
It was interesting, because after a while I was talking with yet another

- ']““here was a woman who worked with me about ten years ago who was

friend, who was commenting on this same woman, saying some rather unkind

things about her. I had tostophim. “1 used to think those sami
hi m, “but I got to know her better, and s he
either of us gave her credit for.”

He didn’t believe me, That Hi ?va'sth’ mueschir me
either, because she left that job after a couple of months and my friend broke up
with her, so none of us saw her much after that summer.

Sometimes we say so much out of foolishness. Every time I turn on the
television it seems I see someone proudly proclaim some kind of nonsense. We
don’t want to admit that maybe, just maybe,
on our lives as a show to all as though there were nothing to be ashamed of. We
proclaim things we do not even understand.

Wisdom stands before us, saying, “Don’ t
way? Don’t you think there may be a higher tru
and lusts?”

We ignore her mostly. I did for two and a half decades. But then she
tinally smacked me over the head with the truth, and I have never seen things in
quite the same way again.
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The “spirit” she i s r ef When yon becom®a
Christian, Christ sends the Spirit to you as a guide and coach, teaching you and
changing you. In what ways does He change you? Take a look at the fruit of the
Spirit: “ But the fruit of the Spirit IS
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no
l aw” (Gal 23%.i ans 5: 22

Since Wisdom clubbed me, I have seen these areas of my life transform
and multiply tenfold. Many have seen it in me and have dismissed it foolishly,
but we have already seen how much Wisdom is ignored, even as she shouts in
the street.

When Christ died, He paid the price we owe in our foolishness, but He
also made it possible for us to live in wisdom and righteousness. By His Blood
our debt is paid, and in His Spirit we may now live.

We find this life by answering the call of Wisdom. What does she say?
Repent. Turn away from your old ways and come to Christ. You may have
spoken against Him in the past, but
think that way, but I have gotten to know Him, and He is greater than you could
everimagine. Tur n t o Hi m.”

If you do, you will be given the Holy Spirit, and you will be cleansed of
the past so that you may live freely in Him.
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Proverbs 1:23: Nine times nine
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am surrounded, more and more, by a world that does not know the
multiplication tables. Especially now, with the state of American schools,
tewer people are even considering this information, fewer people will admit it
worthwhile, and fewer people can really multiply nine and nine and get eighty-
one without a calculator.
I f you’'re wondering, I did not use a <cal
should. ... Yep, I was right the first time.
If you go around to the people you know, chances are that many of them
will have no clue when it comes to mathematics. Many of them will just have a
blank look on their faces when you start talking about the multiplication tables.
Doesn’t mean they aren’t true.
Anyone can grab a handful of rocks and work out these tables for their
own, making nine little piles of nine rocks each and then counting eighty-one
rocks. Any fool can do this. And yet it i's so telling the
mathematicians are now questioning the meaning of one
There are absolute truths in this universe of a higher order than one There
is wisdom beyond that which a normal man on the street will admit to. There
are those who will tell you there is no truth, that nothing is good or evil, that
there is no God. But then there are people who do not understand nine times
ni ne, but that doesn’t charmgee the answer awa
In one of my favorite episodes of Star Trek The Next GeneratignPicard is
tortured for an extended period. One of the things the Cardassians do to him is
to shine four lights in his eyes and tell him there are five lights. They promise
him freedom, food, whatever, if he will just admit there are five lights.
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But there were four lights. In just the same way, the evidence of God is all
about us, from the way we are fearfully and wonderfully made to the precise
balance of the universe to the moral law inscribed within us to love, to love, to
love.

Wisdom cries out in the street, and she cries out the name of Christ Jesus,
the evidence of a love beyond any other we could ever know. While we were
sinning, while we were in rebellion, God sent His Son to save us. Jesus died for
us, paying the price for our sin upon the Cross.

It is true, more true than nine times nine being eighty-one. If you repent
of your old ways and fall at His feet for mercy, you will find it. Ask Him for His
forgiveness and walk in His ways, and you will find love and wisdom as you
have never before known.
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Froverbs 1:23:1 don&t get it
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am a Seinfeldfanatic. | * | | aldawé aprobldm.
I have seen every episode at least four times. | t ’ s. Sdmie epésodes I
have seentenormore. | have all the DVDs and it’s fai

one in and watch a few episodes. A few years ago, when I was more into
television than I am now, I watched at least two episodes a day on late night
television.

l > m not suggesting this as a .¢gSihedt i dea,
became a Christian, my priorities have shifted away from Seinfeldmore and
more, but I still love the show.

All of that to say this. When I am with my Seinfeldloving friends, we will
often quote lines from the show and laugh. Constantly we are doing this. And if
someone is around us \Bédelddloaets nweal Ir,e all d’ys kghmiw
lost.t 1't’s an inside joke.

We have our inside jokes, something that requires special understanding
to even get. The Bible is sort of like that.

Let me put it another way. I can read medical charts for the most part,
because |’ ve been tr ai.nlecah rehdomusichladtatign, i N |1 ns L
because I have been trained in that when I learned piano and guitar. But if you
give me a mechanic’s notes abo Givemeyghec ar , I
schematics to a micr bdohnophave dhe draining or | o st
understanding to even begin.

The Bible is like that too.

You can read the Bible and learn a great deal. People all over the world
and throughout history are doing so. You can get the basic gist of things. But
you’re not going to under st an drglttraéninglept h of
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Just like I can only glean a little if you told me how my engine works, much of
the teachings of the Word may be lost on you without something important.

No, It’s not a decoderl tisagthe Bpkgi &8pi ki
1 Corinthians 2 is a wonderful discussion of this. In verse 14, Paul writes,
“The natur al person does not accept the thi

folly to him, and he is not able to understand them because they are spiritually
discerned.”
I t ' s | onk who hias neeer seen Seinfeldtrying to make sense of the
conversations I have with my friends. 1 t s | i ke me trying to bu
from scratch using only a diagram of one. Not going to happen.
Furthermore, the Spirit drives us to seek the Word. 1 Peter 2:2-3 tells us to
“l'ong for the pure milk of the word, So t he
salvation, if you have tasted the kindness o
I find it rather humorous when non-Christians try to tell me what the
Bible says about things. They usually butcher it, saying some nonsense like the
Bible promotes slavery or something like that. They do not understand, because
they do not have the eyes to see it. But it also worries me when I find Christians
who do not read it. If you have the Spirit, untold depths are awaiting you in
these pages.
It is the Spirit that moves a man to God, not that man himself. The Spirit
does it, because a man cannot even understand that much of God to want to do
that. But when the Spirit prompts, suddenly certain truths will become evident,
that everyone has sinned and fallen short of the glory of God, and that no one is
righteous enough to enter heaven on his own.
But the Bible tells also of the greatest truth of all, that Christ came and
died so that we can be united with God. Has the Spirit taught you the truth of
yourself, that you are not good enough to reach Him alone? If so, then turn
away from your old ways and look to the truth of Christ. You deserve death
because of your sins, but He died in your place. Now you can take His
righteousness and walk in His truth.
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Froverbs 1:224: Dondt turn away
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-Proverbs 1:24

that refuse to speak of sin. They say they want to

- ']““here are some churches in this country, some big important churches,

they only speak of love. They probably would have spent some time in
verse 23 and skipped right over this next section, as though God put this part in
by accident.

The promise of verse 23 is a wonderful one, which is why I spent four
essays talking about it. It is a promise that is, in all honesty, the hope of my life,
and it is a hope that will be fulfilled.

But if you remember verse 23 at all, you will remember that the promise is
contingent on repentance. What happens if someone ignores the call of the Lord
and keeps walking by his own counsel?

The next few verses will tellus. | t ' s not pretty.

At the start, let us be clear. It is a choice to turn away from God. It is your
choice, and you cannot blame it on anything else. People from all circumstances,
all walks of life, all families have this choice. On the day you meet God (and you
will), you will have to answer for that choice.

Romans 1:19-20 says this:

For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has
shown it to them For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power
and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the cafation
the world, in the things that have been ma8e they are without excuse.

Like Wisdom in this sections of Proverbs stands in the streets and calls,
God has made Himself known to all. He has given all of us a chance to repent.
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Repent from what? See,a | ot of pastors will tell yol
t hat ever yt.hButthg Bilsle tedld us diffpreritly, and, if you think about
it you' || k now hd isf fweorrel ndt |iys t nooot okay, and
This world is filled with hatred, greed, lust, and ambition, and you are too. Face
it, the same terror that dictators cause on a large scale exists in your heart too.

You may be thinking, ! Neypeyouatemutanlygood per
compared to others. By God’ s Hol y asetnatn dave don lieg?0 u
James tells us that if you have broken one part of the Law, you are guilty of the
whole thing (2:10). Have you looked at a woman lustfully? Then you are an
adulterer (Matthew 5:28). Have you wused t he Lbhatdihis name i
called blasphemy.

Let us not fool ourselves. God’ s standard is perfection,
has not sinned.

Depressed yet? Go back to verse 23, for there is hope. Repent, and you
will be forgiven. Turn to Christ, who has the power to grant you eternal life.
There’ s no scorecard in heaven to .tWell you i
all failed, except for Jesus, who lived a perfect life. But in His death He is able to
take your sin upon Himself and give His own righteousness to you.

The alternative to eternal life is eternal death. There is a Hell, and people
will go there. You don’t | us.t Evayesmnswvéll bd pamisked.i Bhe
question is whether you will take the punishment yourself, or if you will take
Chr i st ' saythédrieefforjom p

Repent, my friends. Go to God and see for yourself how good He is.
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Frovcrbs 1:25: chcntancc or regret?
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hat does repentance look like?
| ask because we dBitamatterefesaying o know

sorry and then ignoring the problem? Is it making a confession and then

going to do the same thing again?

“To repent” means .“'find thatl vety interassing. If r o m
you are going to really repent, you are going to turn away from that thing of
which you are repenting. Are you repenting of junk food? Then you won’'t ea
any more. If you do keep eating junk food, then you never repented; you only
regretted.

I worked with a woman a few years back who smoked. She was making
an effort to quit, but never could get over the cravings, and so she always went
back. She would make an announcement to the office that she was quitting. A
couple of days later she would be smoking again.

't s interesting thdtl’ ylkee qalli wayssmokaind, t [
neverdid. | t hink that’s how a | ot of people who
That’' s not what it is.

The modern church clings to the truth that we are saved by faith. That is
absolutely true, but they forgot part of it. What they do not understand is that
faith must lead to repentance, which must lead to a change. If there is no change,
there has been no true repentance; if there is no repentance, there has been no
faith. In other words, if I have not been changed by the awesome power of
Christ, can I really claim to have experienced it?

Take this example. If a man claims to love his children, but does not care
for them, does not provide for them, and does not even speak to them, can we
really say he loves them? Obviously not!
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Take alook at John 14:12a: “ Tr ul y, trul vy, I say t
me will also do the works that I do. " Did you catch that? If you believe in
Christ, then you will also follow His example.

you,

How about 1 John1:6? “ 1 f we say we have fellowship
wal k in darkness, we |ie and do not practice

Part of the call of Christ, of Wisdom in this chapter in Proverbs, is a call to
obey. Turning to Christ means obeying Christ.

Some of you are going to read this

Christ to get to heaven!”

You have it wrong. Faith is what gets us to heaven, not works. Works
come out of faith. If you look at your life and you see no evidence of Christ in
your heart, then your problem is not a lack of works. Your problem is a lack of
faith!

The Bible tells us these things so we can test ourselves and know that we
are children of God (1 John 2:5-6, 2 Corinthians 13:5). Have you repented, or
only regretted?

Right now, some of you are getting
I prayed a prayer when I was eleven and the pastor said I never had to worry

and s

upset,

about getting to heaven again! How dare this Paulbozoquest i on t hat!”

AndIsaytoyou many wi || say “Lord, Lord”
He says He will tell them to depart (Matthew 7:21-23). The Bible never says that
you can pray a certain prayer and never worry about your spiritual state again.
The Bible tells us to repent and to examine ourselves to see the evidence of
Christ. I was one who prayed one of those prayers and thought I was saved,
only to come to the truth years later when I truly repented. Examine yourself!

I f you find yourself still | ynhardet. 11",

The solution is to turn away from sin and turn to Christ. Repent of your ways
and seek His Grace. It was the religious who put Him to death, not who
followed Hm. And yet Jesus’ sacrifice has
most hardened, self-righteous, proud, religious person there is.

Look at yourself. Do you know Him? If not, let today be the day you
turn.
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Froverbs 1:26: Theydre all goling to | a
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aybe I shouldn’”t have, but | found it fu

M I used to work in the criminal courts, and I was always amazed at
some of the people who asked some of the things they did. Sometimes

they had just been convicted of crimes that very day, and they came to me,

wanting me (a lowly clerk) to wipe it off their record, or maybe clear a fine for

them. So boldly they asked, as though they deserved it! Sometimes they wanted
me to write letters to employers that their record was clean. And when I

wouldn”t, they would get upset at me, |ike I
Mo s t common of al | were the people who
because they didn’'t feel i ke it, and then
to their door to arrest them. I would try to explain that they had missed their
court date and a warrant was issued, but t he
to them.
My coworkers and I would often laugh at this. We weren’t | aughi n

much at the situation these people were in, but that they somehow thought it
was our fault.
We sometimes have that attitude with God. We don’'t even! think a
Whenever we die, we are sure God will have no problem just wiping away any
sin we have committed. God is love, right? Surely He won’t really exp
pay for what we have done! We’ r e good peopl e!
Let me tell you the truth. We are thieves, liars, blasphemers, and
murderers. Have you ever stolen anything? Ever told a lie? Ever used the
Lor d’ s n aMmEveribeen unduly angry at someone? Then we are guilty.
Do you think that all thieves, liars, blasphemers, and murderers should be
allowed into heaven, or only you? Are you like one of those people in my court,
who don’t think the | aw applies to you?
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Say a murderer we n t bef ore a | udge mardeder, sua i d, “Si

you are a loving person, let me free! "Say t he judge sai d,
Go free! "What would we think of the judge? Not much, I imagine. We would
not think him just at all.

How much more just is God than any of us? God invented justice, after
alll! Why do you think He would not justly punish those who do wrong? The
punishment is not one you want to face, for breaking merely one part of the Law
is a transgression against the entirety of the Law (James 2:10), and the sentence
for sin is death (Romans 6:23).

If you are just shrugging off the things you do wrong, thinking that God

“Okay,

won't care or He won’t not i Yoawilbelmeckedy ou’ r e i

You will be punished.

Butisn t Go d "MMmindeadiHe i3, Imore so than any of us ever could
be. That is why He sent His Son.

See, every sin must be paid with blood, but the perfect Man, Jesus Christ,
died undeservedly, and in that death He is able to take our sin and pay our debt
for us. In exchange, He is able to give us His righteousness so we can walk in the
light.

But as with any gift, you must accept it. You must repent of your sin and
turn your life over to Christ. | f you get to Judgment

Day wit |

am good enough,” you’' || find a perfectly | us:

silliness. But if you go with the confession that you are not good enough, but
that you have laid your sins at the foot of the Cross, you will find that Christ has
already paid the price for you.

This is too important to be left until tomorrow. If you do not know Him,
then seek Him today. Ask for His forgiveness and His mercy, and let His wrath
against you be sated at the Cross.
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Frovcrbs 1:27: Oh, hell

Z6 DUE OO wpb b O Oewdristiikes yguuike b $tdrnDandlyour calamity comes like a
PI PUOPPOEOwPIi | OWEPUUUI UUWEOGEWEOT UPUT wEOOIT wU x
-Proverbs 1:27

don’ t l i ke tallkidgBatboutf mtigios ng t o, becau
Because it’s important.

There is a hell. It is a place of eternal torment and eternal death. And
people are going there. And because | know it’s true, the

because this is too important to not say.
When we were made in the likeness and image of God, we were given
souls that do not perish. That part of us is eternal. We will live forever. Period.
The question is not if we will live, but where
The two options are that we will live with God or without Him. Anyone
would prefer heaven to hell (some claim otherwise, but they are lying to
themselves) but there’s a probl em.
We are in rebellion against God. He is perfect, Holy, righteous, and just,
and we do not follow His Law. We do not consider Him worthy of praise, even
though He created everything. We do not follow Him, but we follow our own
devices instead.
And because God is just, He cannot let these transgressions, what the
Bible calls “sin,” go without punishment.
There’'s no fim@éewe sanopag prison we can
years. Ther e’ s no hpeuregaweorgyamw “pay” for what we
centuries and then get out. The price for rebellion, for treason, has always been
the same: death. Without blood, there is no forgiveness of sin.
Revelation 20:15 says this: “* And i f anyone’ sundwaittte was no
in the book of I|ife, he was thrown into the
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No one is righteous, not even one. All have sinned and fallen short of the
glory of God. You have sinned. I have too. We have both rebelled against God.
We have both fallen short. We both deserve the lake of fire.

Take a look at this verse from Proverbs. It s one of
descriptions of what is to come. Terror, calamity, distress, and anguish. That is
what we deserve for our treason.

There is only one way to escape this fate. The debt is too high for us to
pay, but the Son of God can to earth in human form to pay the debt for us. He
died upon the Cross to pay for our sin. In Him, we may have life.

Nothing you can do can earn it. It is His gift if you would take it. Lay
down your arms; renounce your rebellion. Repent, repent, repent, and ask for
His mercy.

There is no other way. Christ told us this: “ | am the way,

and thelife. No one comes to the Father .dleept

our source of life. Rel i gi on cannot do it; being

Only Him. Repent to Him, for He is our only hope.
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Proverbs1:228:Bef ore ités too | ate

Z6 PUEOOwWUEaAUO ¢ w?237T 1 OwUT T awPPOOWEEOOwWUxOOwOI
EPODPT 1 OUOawEUUwPDOOwWOOU Wi POEwWOI 6
-Proverbs 1:28
ave you ever had one of those moments, perhaps as a child, when you
I l acted so defiantly until you realized what the punishment was going to
be, and then suddenly you were begging for mercy?
There was one time, many years ago, when I was punished for something
I did, and the punishment was a long one. Basically, I would be grounded for
several weeks. Well, a child as I was, several weeks seemed like forever, so in
that moment, I decided to at least get my money ' s. Sud startdd talking
back, and the punishment kept growing, but |1
In the end, my sentence was set at about six months without television or
video games.
Not my greatest moment. Need| ess t o s Hed withimysela sn’ t t h
afterward. I made some attempted to apologize and lessen the punishment, and
got some taken off, but it was basically too late.
I used to work in the court systems, and there were a few times when a
criminal would come in very cocky and mocking of the whole process, at least
until the guilty sentence was handed down, and then they started begging for
mercy.
|l " m going to beYoh hawenypur whole hife ty figure out
t hat you’'re not a terribly goibydu vwaetrtoes o n, and
escape eternal punishment. | t ' s what we all desehancee, and t
to learn that.
Because after that, it’'s too | ate.
God is so loving that, while we deserve punishment for our pride, anger,
ambition, and lust, He sent His Son to take our place in death and then to rise
again, insuring that we can have a place with God in heaven. He has called for
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you and shown you the truth, but perhaps you ignored it. I did for many years.
He has offered mercy, but perhaps you have decidedt hat you doHe't need
has warned you of the wrath to come, but p
believe it.
On the Day of Judgment, you will learn that it is all true, but it will do no
good to beg for mercy then.
Had I asked for mercy from the beginning rather than defied my parents
and scoffed at their punishment, perhaps I would have been let free right away.
In the same way, some people play chicken with death for their very souls,
saying, “1 owi || find God when réguaanteed!| der , 7 |
another day.
In mercy, God has given you your whole life to repent and turn to Him.
He has given His Son to pay your price foryou. But do not think that

will cause Him to ignore His justice. Repent now, for in the next life, He will not
answer.
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Proverbs 1:29: Scnding 3oursc|{: to Hc“

Z6 DPUEOOWUEaUG ¢ w?! 1 EEUUI notBHodsa thel fearbi theroO O O b O1 ET |
-Proverbs 1:29

N~ don’t beli eveanyGmtdo wHdlll !s"end
O |l > ve heard that stTahtae Mmesntwha@uwi twee d i lkiet
about Go @ ThatiHe is o lovingtand generous and merciful that He
would allow anyone to get into Heaven, so matter what. That ' s | o?vi ng, roi
l't°s not |l oving for Him to say, “You are dan
Except tahaltwhasis happdning here.
Let me reset the context for this verse. Wisdom is speaking here (almost
like a spokeswoman for God), and she is asking people to turn away from their
folly and follow her. B u't i f t hey don’ t turn torosward God
then she’s going to | augh at.Whg?em when they
We reach our current verse. “ Because t hey hat edotknowl ed ¢
choose the fear of the LORD. ”
Here is the truth of things. If we find ourselves in Hell when we die, it is
because we chose it.
How do we choose it? We choose it when God makes the truth known to
you, and you reject it. That truth is that none of us is worthy of Heaven, and by
justice we all deserve death. And yet, as Wisdom said a few verses back, in
repentance we may find life. Christ, the Son of God, the same God who created
the universe, came to earth as a man and died upon a Cross. In that death He
took on the sins of the world. He paid the price we were supposed to pay
because of our own sins. If we turn away from our sins and ask for His mercy,
repenting of all that came before and choosing to follow Him, we will find life.
If you read that paragraph, you know the truth. You have probably heard
it before. Now is your choice. Will you accept the truth (many of you reading
this probably already have accepted it), or will you reject the knowledge there?
Will you choose to follow God or not?
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God isn’t going t.o”Bdtsf goudejeqt Blim, ypuwoareHe | |
sending yourself there.

There is only one God, the God of the Bible, and His name is Jesus. He is
the only way to have eternal life, for you cannot be good enough to make it on
yourown. | f you say, “The god | believe in 1isn
believe in is a false god. If yousay, “ God wi | | l et everyone (E€
then the god you r &drreawaytfrom these dalsenbeliefs amdk i s t
look to the Bible, where the one true God is revealed. There you will find His
mercy, His love, His grace, and also His justice.

He, in love, has given us His Son so that we may live. Do not be defiant
and deliver yourself into death when life is offered so freely.
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Froverbs 1:30: Atalc of two children

[Wisdom says ( uPDOOwOOUWEOUPT UwET EEUUI wsdlianda ¢ w? pOU
EIl UxPUI EWEOOwOawUl xUOOI O~
-Proverbs 1:30

hat do you think is going to happen to those people who scoff at

God?
You’ ve meRerhapshyeurare one of them. Those who
say, “I1 doh%tr , négdNb Gk can tell medowhat t o
or, “People who believe in God are foolish!?”

Or what about those people who scoff at God in other ways?
It surprises me, truthfully, how many people in churches ignore the Bible
completely. A lot of people cling to the truth that grace comes by faith alone
(with is true), and then go about their sinful lives with little regard for Christ.
What they never considered is that all those who believe also follow (John 14:12).
What about those people? What about those who go to church on Sunday
morning and are cheating on their wives by late afternoon? Who speak the name
of Christ and yet con everyone out of money?
What of those who shake their head when the Bible is mentioned, making
al | sorts of excuses as to why nbloager part i c
applies?
What would you do with those who behave like this?
What would you do if you child ignored your every word, made fun of
you to others, denied you completely, disobeyed your every command, mocked
you, mocked those who loved you, and then, when he was down on his luck,
demanded everything you had without apology for his actions?
|l m not sure how | would react, but |’ m
everything I had.
But say you had a child who did all those things, and then, one day,
appeared at your door, threw himself at your feet, and begged for mercy, saying,
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“l was wrong in all t hlcsneevérimakaigsptodyoudi d and

but | ask for your forgiveness."’

Maybe you’'d be wary, but 1 f somebkbow you
was telling the truth, l " m willing to bet
inside.

You are one of these children. You are. The Bible tells us that we have all
sinned and betrayed God in these ways. Not one of us is innocent. And God
tells us what is going to happen to those of us who act in these ways. For those
who continue in that way, who never repent, who never turn away from those
actions and turn to Him, those people will earn for themselves eternal death.

But for those who repent, who turn to Christ and lay their sins upon the
Cross, we will find life. We will be welcomed home.

But make no mistake. We can only reach Heaven through Jesus, for He is
God, and there is no other god. You cannot repent to Baal and expect Jesus to
accept that, just like if your rebelling child apologized to your neighbor but still
ignored you, you wouldn’t take that to mean

We have all rebelled against God, but He sent His Son to restore our
righteousness. | n Chr i st ' s dneoartsihs, so thhe wetcaulal kake on
His righteousness. Do not ignore His counsel and reproof. Accept them and
turn to Jesus, for in Him you can have life.
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Proverbs 1:31: E_vcrg sin will be Punis“tcd

Z6 DUEOOWUEaUOG ¢ w? UT Irutt of khérivbyudnd Hae aneid iEcd@an] EOwUOT |
OpOWEIT YDEI UGB ?
-Proverbs 1:31

t seems like the trend has slacked off a bit, but for a while there, you kept
hearing about violent criminals getting set free over technicalities. Confessions
were being thrown out of court because a cop did one tiny little thing wrong in
the interrogation. Testimonies were being forbidden because of some obscure
law that was poorly written.
In the live actions version of The Tick there was a very funny parody of
this sort of thing, whenasuper-vi | | ai n’”s | awyer successfully
evidence kicked out of the trial. That evidence had been placed on a table in the
middle of the courtroom, and the bailiffs began hauling it out. The judge

instructs the jury toignor e t he evidence, and the Tick sta
it’s all RIGHT THERE!"”

That sort of thing never struck me as a good thing. It is true that we need
rules to follow when it comes to criminal |

a case that justice was served when an obviously guilty person is set free.
And even if you do, would you think justice was served if a violent
criminal pleads guilty, all the evidence is in order, nothing was done wrong in
the investigation, an goutpheeof guiltdané find pous, “ 1 r
not guilty”?
My friends, we are guilty. We are guilty of pride, lust, selfishness, and
hatred. And if you deny that, then you are lying, which makes you guilty just as

quickly.

We are all in the same boat here. From Hitler to Mother Teresa, we have
all sinned to some degree or another. And it really doesn’t matte
either, for God’'s standard is perfection, a

punishment: death.
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And Godisjusttoo. He' s not a opuldiigngre thetehidehce and
find you i nnoc e fHisLdwjisiperfeect, ind theretose &lis standard
is too. He is holy, and nothing less than holy can stand in his presence. Because
of His justice, every sin will be punished, and every sin will be punished with
death.

And that is why Christ is so important. Jesus was the only man who ever
lived who did not deserve to die, and yet He died anyway. And in His death He
paid the price that we earned. He spilt the blood that should have been ours.

Every sin will be punished, yes, but Jesus has made it so that He can take
that punishment instead of you.

If we turn from our rebellion, confess our sins, and trust in Him, we will
tind life.

If we do not take His sacrifice, then we will have to pay for our own sins.
We will *"eat t h.e "Wkwillfintl theodbathove desewea y s

We do not have to. A pardon can be issued. Go to Him and ask for
forgiveness, forsaking your old ways. He will give you life.
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Proverbs 1:31: \Where this allis going. ..

6 DUEOOwWUEaUO ¢ w?2UT T UITT OUIl wUOTT awUl EOOwWI EQwUT |
OpOWEIT YDEI UGB ?
-Proverbs 1:31

aganism is not necessarily worshipping a volcano or tree nymphs. It
Fcer tainly can i ncl udaevhole bfatt Pagahisniisahyhat ' s no
time you worship something that is created rather than the Creator.
It can be money; it can be women; it can be a nice car; it can be television;
it can be the environment; it can be donuts; it can be a singer; it can be your job.
Whatever is most important in your life, that is your god. Whatever you sacrifice
your time, money, and energy for, that is your god.
I tell you this because I need to tell you where your sin is leading. When
you do not have the true God as your Savior and Lord, your sin turns into an
idol, whether it be lust, pride, greed, or whatever. Whatever that sin is, it
becomes your religion. Is it lust for you? The hot woman will be your idol.
Greed? Money will be your idol.
I tell you this because it is something you need to recognize. It is not
something to be put off until later, because it may get to the point where you are

too far gone to make a difference.

Claiming to be wise, they became fools, and exchanged the glory of the
immortal God foimages resembling mortal man and birds and animals
and creeping things Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their
hearts to impurity, to the dishonoring of their bodies among themselves,
because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie antipeatsand
served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed fofawen.
-Romans 1:225
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Eventuall vy, God is going to give you wup

notice. You' | | be SO absorbed i n t he creati on
Creatorr You won’t even realize that you ar e
incredible.

In doing this, you are earning Hell. We have all sinned and deserve
death, and in this sin you will be swallowed by it. You will get exactly what you
deserve.
We were all on this road! Don’t think | 'm picking on
were all there at one time or another. We were so focused on this earth that
God’'s Son had to come . Meestibwe svesaabsodbedint 0 s ave
ourselves that we killed Him for the effort.
And still He is willing to take us back. Repent of those old ways. Because
of the Cross, Christ is able to take your place in death and give you life. He will
give you a new way, free from the bondage of sin. He can take you off the road
you are on. Repent of that sin and ask Him for His forgiveness. Ask Him for His
Spirit to guide you. With His help, sin will have no more hold on you.
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Proverbs 1:32: Where? Bchimc‘ the rabbit?

Z6 DUEOOWUEaUO ¢ w? %OUwUT T wwaydandthewdglacandyd O |
i OOOUWET U0UBGaUwWUI 1 609
-Proverbs 1:32

love the rabbit scene in Monty Python and the Holy Grail
I f you haven't seen it, an enchanter
his knights to where the Grail is hidden, but there is a terrible monster
blocking the path. Tim takes great pains to warn Arthur of the danger, and he
really gets the knights riled up with his description of the peril.
But when they get to the cave, there is nothing there but a white rabbit.
The knights are incensed. They can’t believe that

E WE :

na

Ti |

worried. “ L oo k at ! tThrecrieboutnleping they will listen. They don’ t

and Bors goes to take care of the rabbit.

And the rabbit | eaps up and rips Bors
The knights cower infear,andallTi m can say i s, ‘O war
(l't’s very funny,; trust me.)

There are three reactions a person can have when hearing the truth about
God. They can turn away, s a.y 'iLikegBors risihg ugh ton ’ t
kill the rabbit, they scoff at God. They turn away, in the words of this verse.

' he
ned

beli

Ot her people just .a48OHuyumd ’ tmhay. grtervelo kpeey s on

not hing to worry ablheytaredomplabeaty mi ght say
And both of these reactions will earn you death.
The reason is simple. We are imperfect beings, and God is perfect and
Holy. We have earned death in our pride, greed, lust, and hatred. God’ s mer c
is the only way we can have life. But if we turn away from Him actively, or
passively assume we’'re good aeeptedthehdeatht h e n
sentence we deserve.
But the other way to react is by accepting the call of Jesus and repenting.
Only He did not deserve to die, and yet He died anyway. He died in our place.
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Turn away, stay, or bow. Those are our only choices. The first two are
simple and foolish, and they get us nowhere. But trusting in Jesus will get us
eternal life. Ask for His forgiveness and follow Him.
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Frovcrbs 1:3%: Fcacc
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-Proverbs 1:33

was an interesting one, and full of contradictions. On Saturday night I
was in a situation, and I failed to seek God in it. I ended up getting very

upset, very frustrated, and Itsasipgttyaglyl ot of t

and I greatly regret the whole thing. On Sunday, I found myself in a similar

situation, and I stopped myself and prayed, and everything was almost instantly

better. The situation was not really better, but I was, and that was enough.

Likewise, my wife had to suddenly go to her hometown because a family

member passed away, and I could not accompany her because I could not get the

time off from work. I wish I were with her to comfort her and care for her, and

yet | am at peace because | ’'ve been trusting
We are concluding our look at Proverbs 1 today with this verse, and I am

reminded of one of the first posts I did on Proverbs, which talked about how

God’s blessing isnlt’ sedespaklottofpChnstéatish & b

would look at this verse and think that God is going to make them rich. That ' s

not it at all.
3T 1T wbOUOEWEOI UOz UwET E Ointouthle wdddua OUOwa OUwWET E
This is what is promised tous: “ But the fruit of the Spi

peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against

such things there i83)no | aw” (Galatians 5: 22
What a wonderful promise. I have to say, I would rather have these

things than wealth. I am not a wealthy man, and yet the peace of God makes me

very content in what I earn.
There are times when I look inward, and in doing that I start to panic. I

start to lose sight of God. Butwh e n | |l i sten to HiIi m, [ am

- ']““ his verse shows up for me at a very odd time. You see, this past weekend

at
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of disaster. "In those times (and those times are increasing in me), I know that
He is in control.

It is not something I deserve, and not something I could ever earn. | t
Grace. | t ' s . MMhenfeyus died, He paid my debt. Now I am free to follow
Him, to accept love, joy, peace, patience, etc. I am able to come to God and know
that He is in control.

It is only through Jesus that this can happen. Only by His Blood are we
able to be forgiven, for only He has paid the price that we should pay for our
sins. If you do not know Him, I ask you to repent of the wrongs you have
committed. Go to Him and ask for Grace. Not for money, not for power, and
not for anything worldly, but for life. For love. For joy. These are things the
world cannot offer, and yet are worth more than all the gold in the world.
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